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Trombone Studio

Dr.
Palmer and the Columbus State University Schwob Trombone Studio would like to welcome you to our website. For a free
lesson and a tour of our facilities, to discuss your audition repertoire or to schedule an audition, please contact Dr. Palmer.
If you would like to follow the CSU Trombone Studio on Facebook, please join us! You can also check out our videos on
YouTube. Follow us on Instagram.

 

Schwob Trombone Studio

Future Students
Thank you for your interest in the trombone studio at Columbus State University! Please take some time to read about the
trombone studio and trombone ensembles, and be sure to visit our YouTube channel to see and hear what the excitement
is all about. After doing so, please contact Dr. Palmer to set up a visit. I will be happy to meet with you for a tour of the
facility and a free lesson. I believe this is a very important step for prospective students -- to come get a feel for the
Schwob School of Music and the trombone studio before making the decision about where to study music in college.

Click here for audition information. Contact Dr. Palmer if you have any questions or would like to arrange a free lesson
and tour of the Schwob School of Music and RiverCenter for the Performing Arts. In general, Friday afternoons and
Tuesday evenings are good days to visit. You will have a chance to hear one of the trombone ensembles rehearse and
meet some of the current students.

Current Students
• Blank Tuning Chart and Instructions
• Single Tonguing Exercise
• Multiple Tonguing Tips
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• Breathing Exercise

Graduate Assistantships
Columbus State University's Schwob School of Music offers Graduate Assistantships (GAs) for Master's Degree
candidates in Performance and for Artist Diploma candidates. Assistantships cover the full cost of tuition, and also come
with a stipend. This page is intended to provide more information for prospective Graduate students. After reading the
information here, please contact Dr. Palmer to set up a visit.

The audition for the Master's Degree in Performance or Artist Diploma and Graduate Assistantships begins with sending
an email to Dr. Palmer expressing your interest in the graduate program at CSU. Approval of a pre-screening recording
is necessary in order to move forward with scheduling a live audition. For the pre-screening recording please choose
5-10 minutes of solo playing (with or without piano) and 3 standard orchestral excerpts. You may email the pre-screening
recording to Dr. Palmer as early as you want beginning October 1. If the pre-screening recording is approved, Dr. Palmer
will contact you to set up a live audition. The live audition will involve approximately 20-25 minutes of playing, to include
solo literature of the student's choice, plus 4-5 standard orchestral excerpts. Piano accompaniment is encouraged, but not
required, and will not be provided.

Please contact Dr. Palmer if you have any questions. If you are interested in sending a recording and cannot audition in
person, please contact Dr. Palmer.

Checklist for applying to CSU for the Master's degree for trombonists:

• Contact Dr. Palmer regarding Graduate opportunities at CSU.
• Apply to Columbus State University
• Submit the pre-screening recording and work with Dr. Palmer to set up the live audition.
• Have 3 letters of recommendation sent via email to Dr. Palmer

If you have any questions or need help along the way, please Contact Dr. Palmer.

Trombone Ensemble
In addition to regular performances at Columbus State University, the CSU Schwob Trombone Ensemble has performed
at numerous International Trombone Festivals, the 2024 Korean Trombone Symposium (Seoul), the 2022 Hawaii
Trombone Workshop (Oahu), the 2018 Lätzsch Trombone Festival (Germany), the 2014 SliderAsia Festival (Hong Kong),
the American Trombone Workshop (Washington DC), the Georgia Music Educators Convention, and at a number of
churches, schools, and civic functions. The Ensemble has over fifty compositions and arrangements done specifically for
the group. YouTube videos of trombone activities at Schwob have been viewed over 8,000,000 times worldwide.

From 2010-2013 the Schwob School of Music brought in seven of the world's eminent trombone soloists to rehearse,
perform, and record as soloists with the CSU Schwob Trombone Ensemble. The project resulted in a CD released in
2013 on the Summit label entitled "A Beautiful Noise". The recording features over 73 minutes of trombone solo with
trombone ensemble accompaniment. Soloists included Joseph Alessi (New York Philharmonic), George Curran (New
York Philharmonic), James Markey (Boston Symphony Orchestra), D. Paul Pollard (New York Metropolitan Opera
Orchestra), Bill Thomas (Tonhalle Orchestra, Zurich), Charlie Vernon (Chicago Symphony), and Ko-ichiro Yamamoto
(Seattle Symphony). The CD has received critical acclaim and airplay on NPR stations around the US and in Europe. The
Ensemble released "FULL TILT" in 2017, a CD recording featuring music written for or premiered by the CSU Schwob
Trombone Ensemble.

In addition to their own recordings, the CSU Schwob Trombone Ensemble performed and recorded with Boston
Symphony Orchestra bass trombonist James Markey in March, 2014 for his solo CD entitled "Psychedelia" and performed
and recorded with New York Philharmonic bass trombonist George Curran on his 2017 solo CD "Vital Signs". Members
of the Ensemble also appear on New York Philharmonic trombonist Colin Williams' 2019 CD entitled "Ash." The CSU
Trombone Studio and Schwob Trombone Ensemble are under the leadership of Dr. Bradley Palmer, Professor of
Trombone at CSU since 1999.
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Guest Artists
The Trombone Studio at Columbus State University has had the opportunity to work a number of fine guest artists over
the years. In most cases, the guest artists will work closely with the entire trombone studio, including private lessons at no
cost to the students. Several of these artists can be heard on "A Beautiful Noise" - a CD recording featuring soloists with
the CSU Trombone Ensemble.

The following is a list of recent guest artists. The asterisk (*) denotes artists and ensembles that have recorded in CSU's
Legacy Hall, produced by Dr. Palmer. Please note that this list does not include the artists that presented at the 2013
International Trombone Festival hosted by CSU.

• Joe Alessi (principal trombone, New York Philharmonic)*
• George Curran (bass trombone, New York Philharmonic)*
• Brad Edwards (trombone professor, University of South Carolina)
• Jay Evans (principal trombone, Alabama Symphony)
• Nitzan Haroz (principal trombone, Philadelphia Orchestra)
• Conrad Herwig (jazz soloists)
• Jim Lebens (trombone professor, Laval University)
• James Markey (bass trombone, Boston Symphony Orchestra)*
• Mnozil Brass
• Jeremy Moeller (Chicago Lyric Opera) - guest faculty for the STS
• Craig Mulcahy (principal trombone, national Symphony) - guest faculty for the STS
• James Nova (Pittsburgh Symphony) - guest faculty for the STS
• Gerry Pagano (bass trombone, St. Louis Symphony)
• Denson Paul Pollard (bass trombone, New York Metropolitan Opera Orchestra)*
• Michael Powell, John Rojak and the American Brass Quintet
• Jemmie Robertson (trombone professor, Eastern Illinois University)
• Donn Schaefer (trombone professor, University of Utah)
• Weston Sprott (trombone, New York Metropolitan Opera Orchestra)*
• Rick Stout (second trombone, Cleveland Orchestra)
• Bill Thomas (Tonhalle Orchestra, Zurich)*
• Demondrae Thurman (low brass professor, University of Alabama)
• Charlie Vernon (bass trombone, Chicago Symphony Orchestra)*
• Jonathan Warburton (freelance bass trombonist, UK)
• Jon Whitaker (trombone professor, University of Alabama)
• Brad White (trombone, Houston Symphony) - guest faculty for the STS
• Colin Williams (principal trombone, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra)*
• Ko-Ichiro Yamamoto (principal, Seattle Symphony)*
• Nathan Zgonc (second trombone, Atlanta Symphony)

Other recent visiting ensembles include:

• American Brass Quintet
• Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
• Atlanta Symphony Brass
• Atlanta Trombone Project (ASO Trombone Section)*
• Brass Quintet from the Band of the Air Force Reserve, Robins AFB
• Canadian Brass
• Center City Brass Quintet*
• Cleveland Orchestra
• Empire Brass
• Georgia Brass Band
• Israeli Philharmonic
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• New York Metropolitan Opera Orchestra Trombone Section*
• Saint Louis Brass Quintet
• Stentorian Consort trombone quartet
• Trombone Quartet from the US Army Field Band
• Quatuor du Sud trombone quartet
• Zephyr Brass

 

FULL TILT

Our CD FULL TILT is now available for download!

CDs are FREE!       Order

Tracklist
1. Full Tilt - Anthony DiLorenzo
2. In Their Gentle Presence - Daniel Isgar
3. Four Short Prayers of Saint Francis of Assisi - Francis Poulenc, arr. Bradley Palmer
4. Salut, Dame Sainte
5. Tout puissant, tres saint
6. Seigneur, je vous en prie
7. O mes tres chers freres et mes enfants
8. Fanfare - Michael Terry
9. Ave Dulcissima Maria - Carlo Gesualdo, arr. Bradley Palmer
10. Harbinger - Jack Wilds
11. Memories of the Spirit - Brad Edwards

Stephen Clayton, Felix Padilla, Cameron Smith, bass trombone soloists
12. The River Bells - Steven Verhelst
13. La Reconquista - Andrew Markel
14. Hoorah! - Jacob Ter Veldhius
15. Abendlied - Josef Rheinberger, arr. Bradley Palmer
16. Fire and Stone - James Kazik
17. Grand Choeur Dialogué - Eugene Gigout, arr. Joshua Kearney

The Story Behind the Project
This music on this recording was all written for or premiered by Columbus State University trombone students. Many are
new works specifically commissioned for this recording project, including "La Reconquista" which was composed by a
current member of the ensemble Andrew Markel. It was through the generous backing of our supporters that we were
able to raise enough money to make the CD free to everyone, as we endeavor to get some wonderful music written or
arranged for trombone ensemble out there!

"Full Tilt" was commissioned by the CSU Trombone Ensemble and premiered at the 2013 International Trombone Festival
at Columbus State University. It is available from Art of Sound Music.

"In Their Gentle Presence" was premiered at CSU during the 2014 Southeast Trombone Symposium.

"Four Short Prayers of Saint Francis of Assisi" was adapted from the original vocal score for the CSU Trombone Octet by
Bradley Palmer and not available for purchase.

Michael Terry's "Fanfare" was premiered in 2007 by the CSU Trombone Ensemble when Michael was a euphonium
student at CSU and a member of the CSU Trombone Ensemble. It is available through the composer's website.
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"Ave Dulcissima Maria" is the first of Three Motets by Gesualdo, arranged for the CSU Trombone Ensemble by Bradley
Palmer in 2009. It is available through Cherry Classics Music.

"Harbinger" was commissioned and premiered by the CSU Trombone Ensemble in 2017. It is available from the
composer's website.

"Memories of the Spirit" was composed by Brad Edwards as a memorial to Giselle Ortiz, a member of the CSU Trombone
Studio that was taken from this Earth in 2013, way before her time. The premier was done by the CSU Trombone
Ensemble at the 2013 International Trombone Festival with James Markey, Denson Paul Pollard, and Charlie Vernon as
soloists. It is available from the composer's website.

Steven Verhelst's "The River Bells" was commissioned and premiered by the CSU Trombone Ensemble in 2016. It was
selected as one of the required pieces for the 2018 ITA Remington Trombone Choir Competition. It is available on the
composer's website.

"La Reconquista" was composed by Andrew Markel, an undergraduate member of the CSU Trombone Ensemble and
budding composer. The piece is available through the composer's website.

"Hoorah!" was the product of a consortium led by Columbus State University to commission Jacob Ter Veldhuis to
compose a new work for trombone octet and audio/video playback. It is available from the composer.

"Abendlied" was arranged for the CSU Trombone Ensemble by Bradley Palmer, and has become the traditional final
piece for the massed ensemble at the Southeast Trombone Symposium. This recording included the CSU Trombone
Ensemble plus 9 of our recent alumni. The arrangement is available through Cherry Classics Music.

James Kazik's "Fire and Stone" was commissioned and premiered by the CSU Trombone Ensemble in 2016, and is
available through the composer.

Grand Cheour Dialogué was arranged by Joshua Kearney in 2008 during his undergraduate degree at CSU. This version
was revised in 2017 by the arranger. It is available through Elkjer Music Publishing.

 

A Beautiful Noise

A Beautiful Noise CD is available for purchase!  Order

Tracklist
1. CAPPRICCIO (7:38)
(Steven Verhelst)
James Markey, soloist
2-5. A DUET FOR OUR TIME
(Eric Ewazen)
Bill Thomas and George Curran, soloists
I. OF BEAUTY (3:56)
II. OF CHAOS (4:26)
III. OF ANGUISH (6:02)
IV. OF HOPE (3:45)

6. LAPS AND LHASA (11:06)
(Fred Cohen)
Charlie Vernon, soloist

7. A RITE OF FOREST (10:05)
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https://cherryclassics.com/products/2355
http://www.jackwildsmusic.com
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(Jun Nagao)
Ko-ichiro Yamamoto, soloist

8-10. A BEAUTIFUL NOISE
(John Frith)
Denson Paul Pollard, soloist

I. VIVO (3:19)
II. VOCALISE (5:12)
III. FINALE (3:00)

11. BLUE TOPAZ (6:11)
(Tommy Pederson)
James Markey, soloist

12-13. GARDEN OF THE GODS
(James David)
Joseph Alessi, soloist

I. CATHEDRAL SPIRES (4:30)
II. THE THREE GRACES (3:59)

The Story Behind the Project
This recording is the result of a six-semester synergy between students, soloists, faculty members, composers,
producers, engineers, and of course a business coordinator, facilities manager, and other staff. It was only through the
hard work and dedication of all of these people, along with the vision of the administration of the Schwob School of Music
and Columbus State University that this massive project came to fruition. I want to thank everyone involved with the
project, and also to take a moment to illustrate some of the many elements that connect the artists.

Many of the soloists on this project have been long-time friends of mine. In fact, James Markey was the only performer
that had never been to Columbus prior to recording in Legacy Hall! The acoustics of this beautiful space and the
outstanding recording facilities have made Legacy Hall a popular spot for recording. Previous recordings in Legacy Hall by
soloists on this project (that I produced or co-produced) include:

• Joseph Alessi with the CSU Wind Ensemble Visions CD (also on Summit Records)
• Ko-Ichiro Yamamoto's solo CD Ballade
• Ko-Ichiro Yamamoto's CD with the Center City Brass Quintet (in production)
• Paul Pollard's solo CD Listening
• Paul Pollard with the NY Metropolitan Opera Orchestra trombone section
• George Curran and Bill Thomas on the Atlanta Trombone Project CD Roadwork

Charlie Vernon initially visited CSU for a performance of Christian Lindberg's “Chick 'a' Bone Checkout” with the CSU
Orchestra under the direction of Fred Cohen. Dr. Cohen was inspired by Vernon's alto, tenor, and bass playing. The
resulting piece, “Laps and Lhasa,” was begun two years later.

In 2010, Bill Thomas and George Curran, along with their Atlanta Symphony Orchestra section-mate, Colin Williams,
and I formed the Southeast Trombone Symposium here at CSU. Thomas and Curran presented the American premier of
Ewazen's “A Duet for Our Time” with the STS Professors Choir in 2010.

Paul Pollard and I were in graduate school together at the University of Iowa studying under David Gier, and have since
collaborated many times in performance and teaching in the US and in Asia.

Alessi's solo work on the Visions CD was masterful, and one gem that came out of that project was the incredible new
piece “Bright Window” that James David composed for the CD. In the early stages of planning the repertoire for the
Beautiful Noise project I reached out to Dr. David to compose another piece for Mr. Alessi for this CD.
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The trombone world is such a text-sm one, and I am thrilled to have been able to bring these amazing artists in to work
with my students here at CSU. The students were able to interact with the soloists— getting to know them personally as
well as artistically. The soloists worked with the students in lessons and masterclasses, rehearsals, recording sessions,
and performances. The conversations that happened over meals, during trips to and from the airport, in the hallways,
and backstage before and after performances and recording sessions were so very important for these young musicians.
I look forward to seeing the paths cross between the students and soloists on this recording as all of their careers
continue to develop. The next time that happens is with the 2013 International Trombone Festival we are hosting here in
Columbus, GA, where three of the soloists on this CD will be featured artists.

– by Bradley Palmer

Kickstarter Backers

Justin McAdara
Bobby Adam
Jonathan Allen
Joseph Awad
Ben Baldanza
Justin Bean
Jason Binde
Neil Brownless
Donald Bruning
Chris Carson
Jeffrey Cespides
James Chesebrough
Evan Clifton
Milton Clinkscales
Paul Compton
Alex Corbitt
Robert Culp
Christine Curran
Joseph David
William Davis
Dan Derby
Oscar Diaz
Chris & Leah Douglass
Mike Dugan
Thomas Duncan
Trey English
Auguststina English
Joshua Mark Evans
Stephen Farrell
Bruce Faske
James & Connor Fogal
Darian Freeman
B.J. Fullenkamp
Bryce Ferguson

Hazel Geissinger
Jodi Gilmore
Jonathan Gill
Justin Gingerich
Jason Harvey
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Joshua Hauser
Jay Heltzer
Chris Van Hof
Robert Holmen
Stephen Hoy
Zach James
Paula Johnson
Jeffrey Koonce
Peter Krehbiel
Roger Lacy
Zach Langley
John Paul Lebitsch
Theodore Lenthe
Stephen Lowery
Ben McIlwain
Samuel T. McNeill
Carlos Menendez
Tom Mensch
Cory Mixdorf
Aaron Moats
Pamela Monaghan
Cynthia Neal
David D. Neal
Don C. Niehus
Diana Olencki
Daniel Ord
Gerry Pagano
Brian Palmer
Ron Palmer

Hugh Partridge
Austin Peiffer
Joseph Poole
Jeremy Ragan
Cindy Renander
Frank Rembert
Nate Rensink
James Roberts
Brad Rowland
William Craig Sanford
Andrew Scott Sellers
Stacey Hockett Sherlock
Eric Shinn
H. Lee Southall
James Sparrow
Bruce & Sarah Spradley
Bill Stanley
David Stuart
Nick Sullivan
Kazuo Tago
Nicholas Thompson
Nathan Tilley
Hunter Todd
Robert Tung
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Dr. Paul J. Vander Gheynst
Eric Wenker
L. Rexford Whiddon
Donald Williams
Frank T. Williams
Marc Williams
Kevin Winter
Craig Winters
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