Honorary Degrees

Summary
Columbus State University confers honorary degrees.

Purpose
This document presents advice and criteria for conferring honorary degrees.

Policy
(From the BOR Policy Manual 3.8.4 Honorary Degrees)

Honorary degrees are subject to approval by the Board of Regents. Honorary degrees
may be conferred by USG research, regional, or state universities and state colleges to
persons of notable achievement in an academic field, the arts and letters, the professions,
or public service. An institutionally approved process for advancing candidates for
consideration in a timely fashion shall include recommendations by a faculty committee
and selection by the president of a candidate to be communicated to the Chancellor.
Honorary degrees may be conferred upon candidates recommended by the Chancellor
and approved by the Board of Regents.

Current elected or appointed national office holders or officials of the State of Georgia to
whom the USG institutions are directly or indirectly answerable, as well as persons who

are announced candidates for national or state elective offices are ineligible for honorary
degrees. Current Regents and all current USG employees are also ineligible.

Relatively few awards should be given. No individual shall receive more than one (1)
honorary degree from a USG institution. The recipient must be present to receive the
degree (BoR Minutes, June 1995, p. 34; September 1998, p. 92; April 2012).
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