
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY FOR THE  

BS.ED. MIDDLE GRADES EDUCATION 

 

Major Findings of the Program's Quality and Productivity  

 

Program Quality: Very Strong  
In February 2013, a continuing approval review of the Educator Preparation Unit at CSU was 

conducted by a Board of Examiners (BOE) consisting of representatives from the National Council 

for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and the Georgia Professional Standards 

Commission (PSC). The 2008 NCATE Standards and the Georgia 2008 Standards were used to 

assess the unit and its programs. The BOE judged all standards to be met for the unit and for all 

initial and advanced programs. There were no areas for improvement cited, and the team noted 

multiple areas of strength.  

 

Overall, the Middle Grades Education program is very strong and prepares highly qualified teachers 

who have the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to help all students learn. This is demonstrated by 

GACE pass rates of 87% or above, consistent ratings of meets or exceeds expectations on 

performance evaluations.  

 

Program Productivity: Satisfactory  

 

Enrollment in the Middle Grades Secondary Education program has been quite consistent/ Average 

enrollment for the four-year period from 2007 -2012 is 87. Enrollment in required courses is good. 

This helps to contribute to the cost-effectiveness of the department. The program has a diverse group 

of majors (on average 64% female and 30% minority) from a wide range of age groups. Graduates of 

the program are in high demand.  

 

The number of Middle Grades degrees conferred by CSU is quite good (an average of 14 per year) 

and has been fairly consistent over the past four years and is comparable to the number of degrees 

conferred by other USG state universities.  

 

List of Recommendations for Improving Program Quality  
Though the program quality is very strong, we continue to look for ways to make improvements. 

Current initiatives include:  

• aligning the curriculum with the new Common Core Georgia Performance Standards for all subject 
areas in an effort to help prepare teachers to teach with the new standards.  

• Implementation of LiveText to store student work and evaluations.  

 

List of Recommendations for Improving Program Productivity  
 

The Middle Grades Program Advisory Council (PAC) oversees the Middle Grades program and 

works to improve the curriculum, courses, and resources offered to teachers. Recommendations to 

improve program productivity are as follows.  

 Greater emphasis on student engagement; focus on student learning  
 



 
 Co-teaching for a full year, starting with pre-planning  

 Class management should be taught semester prior to student teaching (during a 
practicum), emphasis on modeling obnoxious scenarios.  

 Emphasis on practicing differentiating lesson delivery.  

 Smart board usage, utilizing IPADs and smartphones in class presentations and responses. 
Also, use of school’s Twitter and Facebook postings for parents and students  

 Remind all middle grades majors of the specific semesters in which subject area methods 
courses are offered. You might want to make this broader, e.g., “Through advising, ensure 
that students know when to take required courses offered only once a year, so they can 
complete their program in a timely manner. “  

 
Conclusion about the Program's Viability at CSU  

 
The Middle Grades Education program at CSU is viable. As indicated by the evaluation of the 

NCATE/PSC Board of Examiners in February 2013, the quality of the programs is very strong. All 

NCATE/PSC standards were judged to be met for all initial and advanced programs with no areas for 

improvement and multiple areas of strength cited. In addition, program quality is enhanced by special 

opportunities available at CSU. The viability of the program is also ensured by the sharing of 

resources among all education programs at CSU.  

 

A substantial number of program graduates teach in systems served by CSU, especially Muscogee 

County. Graduates often serve CSU as pre-student teaching cooperating teachers and cooperating 

teachers for student teaching. They are an invaluable asset in assisting with the development of our 

undergraduates. The number of degrees conferred by CSU has been fairly consistent over the past 

five years and is comparable to the number of degrees conferred by other USG state universities.  

 
Program Improvement Plan  

 
In response to the findings of the Comprehensive Program Review, the faculty members and 

administrator of the Middle Grades Education program propose the strategies outlined below to 

improve the quality, productivity and viability of the program. These strategies will be facilitated by 

the Middle Grades Program Advisory Council (PAC). 

 

Goals Projected Timeline 

Align the curriculum with the new Common Core Georgia Performance 

Standards for Math, Sciences, English and History.  

2013-2014  

Implementation of LiveText to store student work and evaluations.  2013-2014  

Greater emphasis on student engagement; focus on student learning  2013-2014  

Co-teaching for a full year, starting with pre-planning  2013-2014  

Class management should be taught semester prior to student teaching 

(during a practicum), emphasis on modeling obnoxious scenarios.  

2013-2014  

Emphasis on practicing differentiating lesson delivery.  2013-2014  

Smart board usage, utilizing IPADs and smartphones in class presentations 

and responses. Also, use of school’s Twitter and Facebook postings for 

2013-2014  



parents and students  

Through advising, ensure that students know when to take required courses 

offered only once a year, so they can complete their program in a timely 

manner.  

2013-2014  

 
Recommendation: Maintain the Program at the Current Level.  

The program quality is strong, but the number of degrees conferred each year is not as high as 

would be preferred. CSU will continue to work to improve the current BSED Middle Grades 

program by responding to new initiatives (e.g., Common Core Georgia Performance Standards), 

improving the curriculum, providing better support and resources for students, and intensifying 

recruitment efforts.  

 
CSU will continue to work to improve the program by responding to new initiatives such as 

improving the curriculum, aligning the curriculum with the new Common Core Standards, aligning 

the curriculum with the edTPA model of teacher assessment model, providing better support and 

resources for students, preparing P-12 teachers to teach online, developing a retention and graduation 

plan to improve program viability, and intensifying recruitment efforts.  

 

By enhancing the quality of the program, we hope to attract more potential students. 


