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Introductions

■ Dr. Jennifer L. VanSlander, Assistant Professor of 

Educational Leadership (previously Assistant Professor of 

Literacy)



APA 7th Edition

■ What is APA?

■ According to the American Psychological Association (APA, 

2020), ”APA style is a set of guidelines for clear and precise 

scholarly communication that helps authors, both new and 

experienced, achieve excellence in writing” (p. xvii).  

■ American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological 

Association (7th ed). American Psychological Association. 



Works Credited in the Text 
(In-text Citations)

■ In-text citations are a way to ethically credit authors and researchers who have 
influenced your work (APA, 2020). 

■ In-text citations are needed when:

– Paraphrasing (restating the idea[s] of someone else) in your own words)

– Using direct quotes (reproduction of someone else's works verbatim)

– Referring to data

– Reprinting or adapting figures, tables, images, or long passages 

■ Creative Commons

■ Free internet images

■ Commercially copyrighted material (APA, 2020)



A note about quotes...

■ It is better to paraphrase words than include direct quotes

■ Use quotes when reproducing an exact definition

■ Memorable information or to respond to exact wording of someone else

■ Too many direct quotes can be problematic (seek guidance from 

instructor/chair)

■ Quotes need author, date, and page number (Graham et al., 2016, p. 6)

■ Fewer than 40 words can be quoted in regular formatting using quotation 

marks

■ More than 40 words should be a block quotation





Parenthetical and Narrative Citations

■ Parenthetical: author name and publication date appear in 

parentheses

– In 2013, roughly 20% of school-age children in the United States 

were living in poverty (Kena et al., 2015).

■ Narrative: information is incorporated into the text as part of the 

sentence

– CORRECT: Skinner (1966) also distinguished between two types 

of reinforcement.

– INCORRECT: In 1966, Skinner also distinguished between two 

types of reinforcement. 



Why are in-text citations needed?
■ Support your thesis/statements

– Students entering third grade in 2023 read at a lower level than those of any 
other year prior because of COVID 19 school shutdowns. 

– Says who? Is this an opinion/perception, or is this statement supported by 
research or data?

■ Avoid plagiarism (deliberate and unintentional)

– Unintentional plagiarism: Teacher efficacy in writing is related to student 

achievement in writing.

■ Help the reader find the source material by providing the corresponding reference 
for the in-text citation. 

– Hattie (2009) conducted a meta-analysis of over 50,000 studies and found 
that self-efficacy had an effect size of .92. 

– Reference: Hattie, J. (2009). Visible learning. Routledge. 



How many in-text citations are needed?

■ Depends on purpose of the writing

■ Academic writing (i.e., essay for a course): cite 1-2 most 

representative sources

■ Literature reviews require a more comprehensive list (orienting reader 

to everything that has been written on a specific topic)

■ More or less citations?

– Undercitation=plagiarism

– Overcitation=distracting/unnecessary (includes repeating the 

same citation in every sentence)





Creating accurate in-text citations...

■ APA uses author-date citation system

■ Each citation must have a corresponding complete reference on the 

reference list

■ Each source listed in the reference list must have an in-text citation

■ Personal communication: in-text citation only (no reference needed)

■ Narrative references to entire websites (i.e., Apple website) or 

periodicals (i.e. Opelika-Auburn News) do not need an in-text citation 

or need to be added to the reference list

■ Participant quotes from your own research do not need in-text 

citations or reference list entry. 



Creating accurate in-text citations...
■ Avoid citing secondary resources

■ If unavoidable (cannot access the primary source)

– (Rabbitt, 1982, as cited in Lyon et al., 2014)

– Only Lyon source is added to reference list

■ When citing multiple sources:

– Alphabetical order

– Separate with semi-colon(s)

• (Adams et al., 2019; Shumway & Shulman, 2015; Westinghouse, 2017)

■ Abbreviations:

– The American Psychological Association (APA, 2017) described...

– Consistent guidelines for academic writing ensures sources are credited 
appropriately (American Psychological Association [APA], 2017). 



■ 2 authors: include both in the citation (Brown & Smith, 

2019); Brown and Smith (2019)

■ 3 or more authors; use ”et al.” (Graham et al., 2020); 

Graham et al. 2020 noted....







Time to practice!

■ When teachers differentiate content, process, products, or the learning environment, 
ongoing assessment and flexible grouping make this a successful approach to 
instruction and significantly impact student achievement. 

■ The cognitive learning theory states that learners construct knowledge based on a 
reflection of their prior experiences or knowledge or schema (Dewey, 1933; Bruner, 
1990; Piaget, 1972).  

■ Vygotsky (1978) encouraged teachers to teach slightly above their students' 

development by modeling, guiding, or scaffolding students' learning and 
understanding (Rupley, Blair, & Nichols, 2009). 

■ Differentiated instruction can increase each student's growth and individual success 
by meeting them where they are, rather than expecting students to change 
themselves for the curriculum.

■ Elementary teachers are unprepared to teach writing (Graham et. al. 2021).
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