
DIRECTOR'S NOTES: 
A TALK WITH A FRIEND, THE
TIME-DISTANCE FORMULA,
AND A GRANDBABY!

A P R I L  8 ,  2 0 2 4 V O L .  9 3

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

NOTES   NERDS
The official newsletter of the Math Collaborative

CSU GIVING DAY

COOL TEACHER STUFF

UPCOMING
PROFESSIONAL
LEARNING SESSIONS

CONTACT US

to

The CRMC's mission is to improve math education

for all students in our area by developing teacher

leaders through deepening their content

knowledge, developing best practices, and using

available resources to improve student outcomes

and experiences.

Provide quality teacher growth experiences
through continuous collaboration - in and out of
the classrooms - with a focus on teachers' needs
in support of student growth.
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I  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  a  f r i e n d  t h i s  m o r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  C S U  D a y  o f  G i v i n g  w h e n  s h e
m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  s h e  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  w e r e  h e a d e d  t o  M i s s o u r i  t o  s e e  t h e  e c l i p s e .
T h e y  w o u l d  t r a v e l  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  s e e  t h e  e c l i p s e  o n  M o n d a y ,  a n d  r e t u r n  a r o u n d
T u e s d a y - i s h  t o  a v o i d  t h e  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n .  
A n d  t h e n  i t  h i t  m e !   

M y  w i f e  a n d  I  h a v e  t r a v e l  p l a n s  t o  s e e  o u r  g r a n d s o n ' s  b a p t i s m ,  w h i c h  w i l l  t a k e  u s
r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s o l a r  e c l i p s e  p a t h !  I t  h a d  n o t  e v e n  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e .  O h ,  d o n ' t  g e t  m e
w r o n g ,  I ' v e  b e e n  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s o l a r  e c l i p s e  f o r  a l m o s t  a  m o n t h  n o w .  I  c o u l d
h a v e  t o l d  y o u  t h a t  i t  w a s  o n  M o n d a y ,  A p r i l  8 t h ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  a f f e c t  t h e  c e n t r a l
p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  B u t  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  t h e  t h o u g h t  n e v e r  c r o s s e d  m y  m i n d
t h a t  w e  w o u l d  b e  t r a v e l i n g  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a t h  o f  t h e  s o l a r  e c l i p s e  o n  t h e  v e r y  d a y
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  o c c u r !  

A f t e r  g e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  p h o n e  w i t h  m y  f r i e n d  a n d  r e a l i z i n g  o u r  t r i p  w o u l d  c r o s s  p a t h s
w i t h  t h e  s o l a r  e c l i p s e ,  I  b e g a n  t o  m a p  o u t  o u r  r e t u r n  h o m e .  I  c o n s i d e r e d  w h e n  w e
w o u l d  h a v e  t o  l e a v e  t o  a v o i d  t h e  h e a v y  t r a f f i c ,  h o w  i t  w o u l d  r e d u c e  o u r  s p e e d ,  a n d
o t h e r  p a t h w a y s  t h a t  m i g h t  g e t  u s  s a f e l y  h o m e  o n  M o n d a y  e v e n i n g .  U s i n g  a  m a p  o f
t h e  s o l a r  e c l i p s e  p a t h ,  G o o g l e  M a p s ,  a n d  l o o s e l y  a p p l y i n g  t h e  D i s t a n c e  =  R a t e  x
T i m e  F o r m u l a  -  I  d e v i s e d  a  p l a n  o f  w h i c h  I  a m  s u r e  G o d  i s  l a u g h i n g  a t  n o w .  

T h e n ,  I  r e m e m b e r e d  a  q u e s t i o n  f r o m  a  s t u d e n t  i n  a n  A l g e b r a  O n e  c l a s s  a t  S p e n c e r
H i g h  S c h o o l .  H e  a s k e d  w h e n  w e  w i l l  e v e r  u s e  t h i s  s t u f f .  M y  r e s p o n s e  w a s  t h a t  i t
w o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  m o s t  u n e x p e c t e d  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  o n e  f o r m u l a  y o u
w o u l d  u s e  f o r  s u r e .  H e  r o l l e d  h i s  e y e s  w i t h  p e r f e c t  t e e n a g e  s k e p t i c i s m  a s  w e
m o d e l e d  a  p r o b l e m  c r e a t e d  p u r e l y  f r o m  m y  i m a g i n a t i o n  a b o u t  a  d e l i v e r y  m a n  w h o
w a n t e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  r o u t e  b e f o r e  l u n c h t i m e .  O n e  s t u d e n t  t o l d  m e  t h a t  e a c h
e q u a t i o n  w a s  l i k e  a  s t o r y .  T h a t  w a s  p r e t t y  c o o l ,  a n d  h e r e  I  a m . . .  

contributed by Peter Anderson, CRMC Director
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THE TIME-DISTANCE FORMULA, AND A GRANDBABY!

c r e a t i n g  a  s t o r y  t h a t  I  h o p e  w i l l  c o m e  t r u e  b u t  i s  v e r y
m u c h  b a s e d  o n  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  T i m e -
D i s t a n c e  F o r m u l a .  

I f  y o u  r e a d  t h i s  o n  M o n d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  y o u  w i l l  k n o w
t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  i s  i n  f u l l  p l a y .  I  w o n d e r  h o w  i t  w i l l  e n d
a s  I  s i t  a t  m y  c o m p u t e r  i n  F r a n k  B r o w n  H a l l  o n  a
T h u r s d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  

T h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  a t  p l a y  h e r e .  I  w o n d e r  i f  a  r e a l
s t o r y  c o u l d  b e  w e a v e d  u s i n g  m a t h ,  t h e  s o l a r  e c l i p s e ,
m y  g r a n d b a b y ,  a n d  C S U ' s  D a y  o f  G i v i n g — a n d  s t i l l
m a k e  s e n s e .  Y o u  c a n  j u d g e  h o w  w e l l  i t  t u r n e d  o u t .   

A t  a n y  r a t e ,  
H a p p y  M a t h s ,

https://almabase.columbusstate.edu/g/csu-gives-2024
https://almabase.columbusstate.edu/g/csu-gives-2024
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UPcoming professional learning sessions
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We are trying something new just for you...can’t leave the classroom for an
entire day? We’ve got you covered!

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

KINDERGARTEN

THROUGH 

GRADE 5

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8TH 
AND AGAIN ON

TUESDAY, MAY 14TH! 

https://columbusstate.libcal.com/calendar/mathematics?cid=5569&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=5569&inc=0


UPcoming professional learning sessions
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We are trying something new just for you...can’t leave the classroom for an
entire day? We’ve got you covered!

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

MIDDLE 

SCHOOL 

GRADES 6-8

https://columbusstate.libcal.com/calendar/mathematics?cid=5569&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=5569&inc=0


In  h is  (Bui ld ing)  Thinking Classrooms, Peter  L i l jedahl  uses v isual ly
random groups.  Many teachers are now fami l iar  wi th the procedure - -
s tanding at  thei r  c lassroom door and handing out  p laying cards to each
s tudent .  The cards randomly ass ign s tudents  to groups.  The groups are
temporary and change the next  t ime the teacher hands out  the cards.  

A t rus ty deck of  p laying cards has a lways been my go- to for  group
placements  – s imple and easy.

Recent ly ,  I  read an ar t ic le by Kyle P ierce and Jon Orr,  the guys at  “Make
Math Moments”.  They have e levated the humble p laying card grouping
s t ra tegy to a new leve l .  Us ing th is  l ink,  you wi l l  f ind mul t ip le se ts  of  thei r
randomizing cards.  They are color fu l ,  v isual ly  in teres t ing,  and at  t imes,
require a l i t t le  math to determine one’s  group.

So,  what  are you wai t ing for?!

Grab some cards tock.  Get  out  your favor i te pair  of  sc issors .  Hook up
your color  pr in ter .  F inal ly ,  add a l i t t le  bi t  o f  pat ience to cu t  out  a l l  the
cards.  That ’s  i t .  You are a l l  se t  for  your next  c lassroom group placement!

The cards work for  groups of  two or three.  
With 12 colors ,  12 symbols ,  12 shapes,  and 12 numbers that  match
math problems, you can use 36 cards for  groups of  three,  OR, you can
use 24 cards for  groups of  two.

Learn more about  us ing random grouping cards in your c lassroom at  th is
l ink.

Want to know more about  Bui ld ing Thinking Classrooms? Contact  Math Col laborat ive
Direc tor ,  Pe ter  Anderson, a t  anderson_peter2@columbuss ta te.edu

cool teacher stuff
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contributed by Hope Phillips ,  Resource Specialist

https://makemathmoments.com/
https://makemathmoments.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10jdX_O8ez7DniIpGvVdFfqlXZbk6pPzW?mc_cid=e3309a9db5&mc_eid=421e5165ff
https://makemathmoments.com/random-cards/?mc_cid=e3309a9db5&mc_eid=421e5165ff


Click the icons below to follow us on social media:

Click here to read more about our website: 

Columbus Regional 
Mathematics Collaborative
Columbus State University

Columbus Regional Mathematics Collaborative
Frank Brown Hall

1127 Broadway
Columbus, Georgia 31901

Mailing Address: 4225 University Avenue, Columbus, Georgia 31907

Keep the 
Math Magic Going!

Pledge your Support!
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http://www.linkedin.com/company/columbus-regional-mathematics-collaborative
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
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https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/donate-to-crmc.php

