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I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

NOTES   NERDS
The official newsletter of the Math Collaborative

Our 
Mission:

The CRMC's mission is to improve math education

for all students in our area by developing teacher

leaders through deepening their content

knowledge, developing best practices, and using

available resources to improve student outcomes

and experiences.

To do this, 
we must:

Provide quality teacher growth experiences
through continuous collaboration - in and out of
the classrooms - with a focus on teachers' needs
in support of student growth.

BUILDING THINKING
CLASSROOMS INVITATION

MAKE IT COUNT PROGRAM
WE NEED YOUR SCHOOL!!

TEACHER RESOURCES

Jo i n  u s  f o r  e n gag i n g  p r o f e s s i o na l  l e a rn i n g .  R e g i s t e r  n ow !

CONTACT US

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

to

https://www.facebook.com/MathCollaborative/
https://www.instagram.com/mathcollab/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/columbus-regional-mathematics-collaborative
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/calendar/mathematics?cid=5569&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=5569&inc=0


I s  i t  a  s t r i n g  o f  s c h o o l s  t h a t  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d ?   
I s  i t  t h e  s c h o o l s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  w h e r e  y o u  t e a c h ?    
I s  i t  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h a t  y o u  a t t e n d e d ?   
A r e  o u r  s c h o o l s  t h e  o n e s  i n  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d ?    
A r e  t h e y  t h e  o n e s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  y o u r  c h u r c h ?  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  h o w  s o m e t i m e s  w o r d s  a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e i r
m e a n i n g .  T h i n k  o f  t h e  w o r d  o u r ?  -  O  U  R .   

T h e  l e t t e r  O  –  a  c i r c l e  r e p r e s e n t s  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  o u r  s p h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  U  R  s y m b o l i z e s  t h e
w o r d s  –  y o u  a r e .  I t  m a k e s  o n e  w o n d e r  h o w  b i g  t h e  c i r c l e  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w e
c l a i m  t o  b e  " o u r s ? "   
  
W h a t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  c o m e s  t o  y o u r  m i n d  w h e n  I                                                               
s a y ,  " o u r  s c h o o l s " ?   

 
I  w o u l d  b e t  " o u r  s c h o o l s "  a r e  d e f i n e d  b y  t h o s e  i n s i d e                                                                    
y o u r  c i r c l e .    
  
I  h e a r d  a  s t o r y  t h a t  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  O ' s .  I n  f a c t ,                                                            
i t ' s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a  t e a c h e r  a n d  a  s t u d e n t .  A                                                                  
b r i g h t  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t  h a d  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  c o n t i n u i n g                                                              
t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  b e y o n d  h i g h  s c h o o l .  T h e i r  f a m i l y  h a d  n e v e r                                                          
h a d  a n  e d u c a t i o n  p a s t  h i g h  s c h o o l .  T h e  t e a c h e r  w o u l d  h a v e                                                             
n o n e  o f  t h a t .  S h e  t o o k  t h e  s t u d e n t  o n  a  c o l l e g e  v i s i t .                                                                              
T h e  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h a t  c o l l e g e  a n d  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t                                                           
p e r s o n  i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y  t o  e a r n  a  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e .  T h a t  d e g r e e  w e n t  b e y o n d  t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n
b e c a u s e  h e r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o w                        c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s .    

W h e n  w e  i n v e s t  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s ,                                        w e  c a n  c r e a t e  m o r e  s t o r i e s  l i k e
t h e  o n e  m e n t i o n e d .  W e  a r e                                                         b u i l d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  w a r m
f u z z y  s t o r i e s .  W e  a r e  b u i l d i n g  h u m a n                                          c a p i t a l  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s .
M u l t i p l y  t h i s  e f f e c t  a n d  w e  m a k e  o u r                                           c o m m u n i t y  s t r o n g e r .   

Director's notes
by Peter Anderson 

CRMC Director
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“Our Schools”



T h e  s a m e  d a y ,  I  h e a r d  a b o u t  a  l a r g e  c o m p a n y  i n v e s t i n g  i n  a  m o b i l e  l a b  u n i t  f o r  C o l u m b u s
T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  m o d u l e s  f o r  l e a r n i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s k i l l s  d i r e c t l y  t o
s c h o o l s  t h a t  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d
s e n s e  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  b u i l d i n g  s o m e t h i n g .   

J u s t  t o d a y ,  t w o  v o l u n t e e r s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  g i v i n g  o n e  h o u r  a  w e e k  t o  t h e  M a k e  I t  C o u n t
p r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  h e l p s  d e v e l o p  m a t h  f l u e n c y  f o r  s e c o n d  g r a d e r s .  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b u i l t  i n
t h o s e  h o u r s  w i l l  i m p a c t  t h e  s t u d e n t  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .   

A  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  a b o u t  t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  s c h o o l s  r u n  b y  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e s e  D O D E A  s c h o o l s  w i t h  d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  b u c k
t h e  d o w n w a r d  a c a d e m i c  t r e n d s  i n  e d u c a t i o n .   T h e y  d o  i t  r i g h t  h e r e  a t  o u r  o w n  F o r t  M o o r e .   
 
I  a m  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  v i s i t  s e v e r a l  s c h o o l s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  W h a t  i s  s t r i k i n g  t o  m e  i s  h o w
m u c h  g e n u i n e  e n e r g y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  t e a c h e r s  b r i n g  t o  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  m a d e  o f
s t o n e .   I t  i s  a l s o  q u i t e  a l a r m i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  d i s p a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  s a m e  s c h o o l s .  I t  i s
n o t  h a r d  t o  s e e  w h i c h  s c h o o l s  a r e  o u r  s c h o o l s  a n d  w h i c h  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  “o u r  s c h o o l s .”
C a n  w e  c h a n g e  t h a t ?    
 
I  h a v e  r a m b l e d  a  b i t .  B u t  h e r e  i s  t h e  t h r o u g h  l i n e  -   H o w  b i g  i s  o u r  “O” ?    

D o e s  i t  g o  j u s t  a s  f a r  a s  o n e  c h i l d ?   
I s  i t  i n  t h e  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a  w o r k f o r c e ?   
I s  o u r  O  b i g  e n o u g h  t o  s p e n d  a n  h o u r  a  w e e k  w o r k i n g  w i t h  2 n d  g r a d e r s ?   
I s  i t  b i g  e n o u g h  t o  e m b r a c e  d i v e r s i t y ?   
I s  o u r  O  b i g  e n o u g h  t o  p u s h  b a c k  o n  t h e  p o v e r t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  s c h o o l ' s  n o t  t h a t  a r e  n o t
“o u r  s c h o o l s ?”   

N o n e  o f  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  w r o n g  a n s w e r s ,  i n  m y  e s t i m a t i o n .   
 
B u t  I  w i l l  s u b m i t  t h i s  f o r  t h o u g h t  -  T h e  m o r e  s c h o o l s  w e  c a n  g e n u i n e l y  c l a i m  a s  " O u r
S c h o o l , "  t h e  b e t t e r  O U R  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e ,  a n d  I  d a r e  t o  s a y  t h e  m o r e  r o b u s t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  
 
H a p p y  M a t h s ,  
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director’s notes

https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/pie-make-it-count.php
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/10/us/schools-pandemic-defense-department.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/10/us/schools-pandemic-defense-department.html


MATH TEACHER, EDUCATOR, PAM HARRIS, AND COHOST, KIM
MONTAGUE, ANSWER THE QUESTION:

IF NOT ALGORITHMS, THEN WHAT?

THESE ARE 15-MINUTE PODCASTS THAT ARE PUBLISHED EVERY
TUESDAY AND GIVE ACTIONABLE ITEMS TO HELP TEACHERS TEACH
MATH THAT IS ‘FIGURE-OUT-ABLE.’

WWW.MATHISFIGUREOUTABLE.COM

LEARN TOGETHER HER
YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
FIGURING MATH

teacher resources
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Contributed by Karen Hensen
Resource Specialist

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8CDrD-XCeQHzekywDKxreg
http://www.mathisfigureoutable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8CDrD-XCeQHzekywDKxreg


D I D  Y O U  K N O W . . . .
O U R  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  F O R  T H E  E N T I R E  A C A D E M I C  Y E A R  

A R E  A L W A Y S  P O S T E D  O N  T H E  C R M C  W E B P A G E .  
V I S I T  U S  A N Y  T I M E ! :

H T T P S : / / W W W . C O L U M B U S S T A T E . E D U / C R M C / E V E N T S . P H P

upcoming professional development 
opportunity: https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10974822
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https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/events.php
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10974822


D I D  Y O U  K N O W . . . .
O U R  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  F O R  T H E  E N T I R E  A C A D E M I C  Y E A R  

A R E  A L W A Y S  P O S T E D  O N  T H E  C R M C  W E B P A G E .  
V I S I T  U S  A N Y  T I M E ! :

H T T P S : / / W W W . C O L U M B U S S T A T E . E D U / C R M C / E V E N T S . P H P

november professional 
development opportunities
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N O V E M B E R  7 ,  2 0 2 3

8 : 3 0 - 3 : 0 0

@ F R A N K  B R O W N  H A L L

6 T H - 7 T H  G R A D E  

M A T H  T E A C H E R S

“ N E V E R - S T O P  T O P I C S :

R A T I O  A N D  

P R O P O R T I O N A L  

R E A S O N I N G”

N O V E M B E R  1 4 ,  2 0 2 3

8 : 3 0 - 3 : 0 0

@ F R A N K  B R O W N  H A L L

8 T H  G R A D E  

M A T H  T E A C H E R S

“ N E V E R - S T O P  T O P I C S :

M O D E L I N G  L I N E A R

R E L A T I O N S H I P S  &

F U N C T I O N S”

C L I C K  T O  L E A R N  M O R E :

NOVEMBER 30 ,  2023
8 : 30 -3 :00

@FRANK BROWN HALL
K-2  MATH TEACHERS

“D IFFERENTIAT ION:
LEARNING

PROGRESSION AND
QUESTIONING”

N o v e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 3
8 : 3 0 - 3 : 0 0

@ F r a n k  B r o w n  H a l l
9 T H  -  1 2 T H  g r a d e  
m a t h  t e a c h e r s

“ h O W  d O  W E  T E A C H
U S I N G  M A T H  M O D E L I N G

T A S K S ?  b U I L D I N G  A
T H I N K I N G  

C L A S S R O O M ”

https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/events.php
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/11401539
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/11401539
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/11401539
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https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/11401576
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https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/11401576
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https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981791
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DON’T MISS
OUT!
For more information on our services
and opportunities, visit
www.columbusstate.edu/CRMC

You are invitedYou are invited
to join in the fun!to join in the fun!

WWW . CO LUMBUSSTATE . E DU / CRMC
706 . 5 6 5 . 1 4 7 5

ANDERSON _ P ET ER2@COLUMBUSSTATE . E DU
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http://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc


Building ThinkingBuilding Thinking
ClassroomsClassrooms

A new cohort

is about
 to

begin!

WWW . CO LUMBUSSTATE . E DU / CRMC
706 . 5 6 5 . 1 4 7 5

ANDERSON _ P ET ER2@COLUMBUSSTATE . E DU
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M E A N I N G

J O Y

E N G A G E M E N T
F U L F I L L M E N T

C O N T A C T  

T H I S  G U Y !



MAKE IT COUNT!
SCHOOLS NEEDED

We need YOUR SCHOOL to help us 
Make It Count! (2nd Grade)

Questions?
www.columbusstate.edu/crmc

email: anderson_peter2@columbusstate.edu, or 706-565-1475

PLAY
COUNTING

GAMES

HELP
CH ILDREN

LEARN
MAKE A
DIFFER-
ENCE !

http://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc


Click the icons below to follow us on social media:

Click here to read more about our website: 

Columbus Regional 
Mathematics Collaborative
Columbus State University

Columbus Regional Mathematics Collaborative
Frank Brown Hall

1127 Broadway
Columbus, Georgia 31901

Mailing Address:
4225 University Avenue
Columbus, Georgia 31907

Keep the 
Math Magic Going!

Pledge your Support!

https://www.facebook.com/MathCollaborative/
https://www.instagram.com/mathcollab/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/columbus-regional-mathematics-collaborative
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/donate-to-crmc.php

