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MAKE IT COUNT 
NEEDS YOUR SCHOOL!

COOL TEACHER STUFF

“S t e p  u p”  and  j o i n  u s  f o r  e n gag i n g  p r o f e s s i o na l  l e a rn i n g .  R e g i s t e r  n ow !

CONTACT US

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

to

We imagine a world where an

appreciation for and understanding of

mathematics is not just a subject in

school but a magnificent tool that

empowers individuals to unlock their full

potential.

The Mathematics Collaborative is on a

fantastic odyssey to empower educators

and students to embrace mathematics

as a force for growth, problem-solving,

and self-discovery. 

https://www.facebook.com/MathCollaborative/
https://www.instagram.com/mathcollab/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/columbus-regional-mathematics-collaborative
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/calendar/mathematics?cid=5569&t=d&d=0000-00-00&cal=5569&inc=0


I  c r o s s e d  a  s o l e m n  l i n e  t h i s  p a s t  w e e k .  

A s  s o m e o n e  w h o  s u p p o r t s  t e a c h e r s ,  I  s h o w e d  u p  t o  c o n d u c t  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l

d e v e l o p m e n t  s e s s i o n  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  w h a t  t e a c h e r s  f e l t  w a s

n e e d e d .  I  d o n ' t  b l a m e  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  o r  t h e  s c h e d u l i n g .  W h a t

I  d o  b l a m e  i s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  c l e a r  a n d  s h a r e d  g o a l .  I  s i n c e r e l y  a p o l o g i z e  t o  t h o s e

t e a c h e r s -  t h e y  k n o w  w h o  t h e y  a r e .   

T h i s  D i r e c t o r ' s  n o t e  i s  f o r  y o u  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

b u t  r e s o n a t e s  w i t h  o u r  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y :

 

O f  c o u r s e ,  a  t e a c h e r ' s  d a y  i s  f u l l  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  a n d  o t h e r

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  I t  b e c o m e s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a n a g e  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  t i m e .  P l a n n i n g

p e r i o d s  -  a  p r i z e d  t o o l  t e a c h e r s  n e e d  t o  b e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  -  a r e  u n r e a s o n a b l y

e n c r o a c h e d  u p o n  f o r  a  m y r i a d  o f  r e a s o n s .  S o m e  o f  t h o s e  r e a s o n s  a r e  g o o d  b u t

m a n y  a r e  d u b i o u s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t i m e  i s  s o  f i l l e d ,  e d u c a t o r s  b e c o m e  v e r y  g o o d

f i r e f i g h t e r s  a n d  i m p r o v i s e r s  i n s t e a d  o f  s o l i d  e n g i n e e r s  a n d  p l a n n e r s .

F i r e f i g h t i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  n o t  s u s t a i n a b l e .  W e  n e e d  t o  b e

p u r p o s e f u l  p l a n n e r s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  s u c c e s s  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d

o u r s e l v e s .  

I t  i s  i n c r e d i b l e  h o w  u n p r o d u c t i v e l y  b u s y  w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  i n  o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s  a n d

e d u c a t i o n .  W e  d o  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s .  W e  c h e c k  o f f  b o x e s  o n  b i g  o l d  l i s t s  b u t  m a k e

l i t t l e  o r  n o  p r o g r e s s  o n  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  t h i n g s .   

A s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t o r ,  I  c a n  d o  b e t t e r .  I n d e e d  -  w e  c a n  d o  b e t t e r .  

I  a s k  t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  

W h e n  w a s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  y o u  r e f l e c t e d  o n  w h a t  y o u  w e r e  d o i n g ?   

 

I t ' s  b e e n  o v e r  2 0  y e a r s  s i n c e  I  r e a d  S t e p h e n  C o v e y ' s  b o o k  T h e  S e v e n  H a b i t s  o f

H i g h l y  S u c c e s s f u l  P e o p l e .  O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  s t u c k  w i t h  m e  a n d  s t i l l  s t i c k s

w i t h  m e  t o d a y  i s  t h e  i d e a  o f  s h a r p e n i n g  t h e  s a w  a n d  e s s e n t i a l l y  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f

y o u r s e l f  s o  y o u  c a n  t a k e  c a r e  o f  o t h e r s .  O n e  o f  i t s  c r i t i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  i s

r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  y o u  c a r r y  o u t  i n  y o u r  l i f e .  

c o n t i n u e d . . .

Director's notes
by Peter

Anderson 

CRMC

Director

N O V E M B E R  2 7 ,  2 0 2 3 V O L .  8 7

“An Apology and 

Sharpening the Saw”



F o r  e d u c a t o r s ,  i t  s t a r t s  w i t h  r e f l e c t i o n .  D e v e l o p m e n t  ( n o t  t r a i n i n g ! )  w i l l  c o m e

l a t e r .  T e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  m u s t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  n o t  b u r n

d o w n ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  f a l l  f u r t h e r  b e h i n d  i f  e d u c a t o r s  t a k e  a  d a y  t o  r e f l e c t

o n  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  r e t u r n  o n  i n v e s t m e n t  ( R O I )  w i l l  b e  h i g h e r  i f  a  t e a c h e r

a t t e n d s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( P D ) .  F o r  s t a r t e r s ,  y o u  g e t  a  r e s t e d  a n d

f o c u s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w h o  h a s  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  a n d  c o n s i d e r  n o t

j u s t  t h e  n e x t  d a y ' s  l e s s o n  b u t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s

o r  m o n t h s .  

R e c e n t l y ,  a f t e r  p o u r i n g  o v e r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  r e s p o n s e s  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l

d e v e l o p m e n t  s u r v e y s  o f  t e a c h e r s  a t t e n d i n g  o u r  d a y - l o n g  a n d  h a l f - d a y  s e s s i o n s ,

n o t  o n e  o f  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n s  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  w a s  n o t  w e l l  s p e n t !  E v e n  t h e

v e r y  f e w  t e a c h e r s  w h o  g a v e  u s  p o o r  L i k e r t  s c o r e  r e s u l t s ,  a t  s o m e  p o i n t

i n d i c a t e d  a  w o r t h w h i l e  b e n e f i t !   

D e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  t e a c h e r s  m u s t  b e  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  o v e r  t i m e .  W h i l e  o n e - o f f  P D  i s

o k a y ,  i t s  e f f e c t  i s  s h o r t - l i v e d ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l .  S u s t a i n e d  P D

o v e r  t w o  y e a r s  o r  m o r e  p r o v i d e s  g r o w t h  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r  ( a n d  H E L L O  a d m i n s  -

i m p r o v e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  a n d  t e a c h e r  r e t e n t i o n ! )   

F i n a l l y  -  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  o b s t a c l e  t o  o v e r c o m e  f o r  m o s t

t e a c h e r s  -  i t  h a s  t o  b e  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t o r  c h o o s e s .

T e a c h e r s  b e n e f i t  m o s t  f r o m  t h e  P D  t h e y  c h o o s e .   

C i r c l i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  m y  a p o l o g y ,  I  c h a l l e n g e  m y s e l f  a n d  y o u  t o

m a k e  t i m e  t o  d e v e l o p  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y .  T r a i n i n g  i s  g o o d  a n d  n e c e s s a r y .  B u t  f o r

y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  n o t h i n g  c a n  c o m p a r e  t o  y o u r

i n v e s t m e n t  i n  y o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h e r e  y o u  h a v e  t i m e  t o  r e f l e c t ,  b u i l d

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  c o n t e n t  k n o w l e d g e .   

H e y  -  W e  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  t h a t  a t  t h e  M a t h  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  3 5  y e a r s  -

C o n s i d e r  t h i s  i s  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  u s .   

H a p p y  M a t h s ,   

Director's notes
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N e v e r  d i s c u s s  i n f i n i t y
w i t h  a  m a t h e m a t i c i a n .

Y o u ’ l l  n e v e r  h e a r  t h e
e n d  o f  i t .



“ F r o m  C a l c u l a t o r s  t o  T h i n k e r s ”  
w i t h  K a r e n  H e n s e n

1 . 2 4 . 2 4  P r o b l e m  S o l v i n g  w i t h  F r a c t i o n s  &
D e c i m a l s

2 . 2 8 . 2 4  P r o b l e m  S o l v i n g  w i t h  G e o m e t r y

“ D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ”  
w i t h  C a r l i e  O e l k e

1 . 1 8 . 2 4  G e o m e t r y  &  M e a s u r e m e n t

2 . 1 5 . 2 4  G u i d e d  M a t h

MATH COLLABORATIVE
SPRING SEMSTER 
2024 LINE-UP

P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

K-2K-2

3-53-5

“ J u s t - I n - T i m e  f o r  t h e  N e w  G e o r g i a
M a t h e m a t i c s  C u r r i c u l u m ”  
w i t h  H o p e  P h i l l i p s

1 . 9 . 2 4 :  E x p l o r i n g  A r e a  &  V o l u m e

1 . 1 6 . 2 4  S y s t e m s  o f  L i n e a r  E q u a t i o n s

2 . 2 2 . 2 4  T o g e t h e r  &  A p a r t

“ H o w  D o  W e  T e a c h  U s i n g  M a t h  
M o d e l i n g  T a s k s ? ”  
w i t h  P e t e r  A n d e r s o n

1 . 2 3 . 2 4  H o w  D o  W e  P u t  t h e  L e s s o n  P i e c e s  T o g e t h e r ?

3 . 5 . 2 4  W h a t  H a v e  W e  L e a r n e d  a n d  H o w  D o  W e  G e t
B e t t e r ?

6-86-8

9-129-12

https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981863
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981863
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981875
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981801
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981820
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981975
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981988
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10981991
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10992726
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10992734
https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/10992734


MATH MASTERS

WHY PARTICIPATE?
Naturally, it's all about snagging a
shiny trophy...but the real crème de
la crème is testing yourself with
difficult challenges, sharing with
teammates, and learning from
others! 

MARCH 16, 2024

For more information and to register, 
scan the QR or visit our Event Calendar: https://columbusstate.libcal.com/event/11253389

ANNUAL COMPETITION 2024

2023 FIRST PLACE WINNERS: RICHARDS MIDDLE SCHOOL

THE ANNUAL MATH MASTERS COMPETITION: A MIDDLE-GRADES MATH CHALLENGE
THE CRMC, THE DEPARTMENT OF TEACHER EDUCATION, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
MATHEMATICS HAVE COME TOGETHER TO CREATE A STIMULATING MATH COMPETITION
TARGETING MIDDLE-GRADE STUDENTS. THIS COMPETITION AIMS TO CHALLENGE AND
SUPPORT STUDENTS' INTELLECTUAL GROWTH BY PROVIDING TASK-BASED MATH
PROBLEMS THAT REQUIRE TEAM COLLABORATION TO SOLVE.



Are they paral le l? How do I know? Some are but some are not. 
What about the quadri laterals? 
and the arches? Could we write an equation for them?  

Quick! Before you go further. . . l ist three things you notice about this picture! :

 

 

I  was struck by the beauty of the picture f irst .  Then my math 
teacher-mind noticed the l ines. So many l ines! 

. . . that was in the f irst 30 seconds!  

When I asked this of a high school geometry c lass, we had a l ist of 30 ideas and questions
that served as a springboard for our lesson. I t  served as a formative assessment for me with
a group of students with which I was unfamil iar .  I t  al lowed me to develop and sharpen
vocabulary using the students' own words and connecting the mathematical terms. The
students and I had a moment to connect and learn about each other’s experiences. The
cognit ive load was placed on the students and set the tone for the next part of the lesson.  

Here is an ask I  lay humbly at your feet - look through these images and find an
opportunity to use them in your class to connect students with beautiful and interesting
images. . .as wel l  as the beautiful and interesting mathematics in those images.  

This image col lect ion can be found here. 
My favorite images are 93, 97, 100 and 108. Can you guess why? 

Multipl ic ity Lab was founded at Northwestern University ’s School of Education and Social Pol icy to support the
teaching of mathematics as an ambitious, expansive, and just pursuit .  They connect research in the learning
sciences and mathematics education to the dai ly practices of teaching by providing resources, routines, and
tasks worthy of students’ and teachers’ t ime.  

Cool Teacher stuff
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Contributed by 
Peter Anderson
CRMC Director

Multiplicity Lab: 
Look, Think, Talk

https://multiplicitylab.northwestern.edu/iw-archive/
https://multiplicitylab.northwestern.edu/


cool teacher stuff
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Contributed by 
Karen Hensen
CRMC Resource Specialist 3-5

I ’ve decided to
become a math
teacher,  but I ’m

only going to
teach subtraction.

i  just  want to
make a difference.

He y ,  f e l l ow  e du c a t o r s !  L e t ' s  f a c e  i t ,
k i d d o s  t h e s e  d a y s  c an ' t  g e t  e n ough  o f
t h e i r  v i d e o s ,  am i r i g h t ?  S o ,  wh y  n o t
j o i n  t h e  h y p e  and  g i v e  t h em  t h e  g i f t
o f  l e a r n i n g  w i t h  a  s i d e  o f  f u n ?

Tha t ' s  whe r e  G en e r a t i o n  G en i u s
c ome s  i n !  T h e s e  ma t h  w i z a r d s  h a v e
c o o k e d  u p  s ome  s e r i o u s l y  c o o l  c o n t e n t
f o r  g r a d e s  K - 8 ,  i n c l u d i n g  v i d e o s ,
r e a d i n g  ma t e r i a l s ,  a nd  qu i z  g ame s
t h a t  w i l l  i g n i t e  a  l o v e  f o r  ma t h  l i k e
n e v e r  b e f o r e !  P l u s ,  t h e y ' v e  g o t  t h e
Na t i o na l  C oun c i l  o f  T e a c h e r s  o f
Ma t h ema t i c s  ( NCTM )  o n  s p e e d  d i a l ,  s o
y ou  k n ow  t h e y ' r e  t h e  r e a l  d e a l .

S o ,  wh y  s e t t l e  f o r  t e x t b o o k s  when  y ou
c an  b l a s t  o f f  i n t o  a  wo r l d  o f  ma t h -
t a s t i c  a d v en t u r e s ?  G e t  r e a d y  t o  t a k e
y ou r  s t u d en t s  o n  a  w i l d  r i d e  w i t h
G en e r a t i o n  G en i u s !

I n t r o d u c t o r y  
v i d e o s

D i s c u s s i o n
Q u e s t i o n s

V o c a b u l a r y

R e a d i n g
M a t e r i a l

P r a c t i c e
W o r d

P r o b l e m s

P r a c t i c e
N u m b e r

P r o b l e m s

T e a c h e r
R e s o u r c e sT e a c h e r

A s s e s s -
m e n t s

Q u i z
G a m e s

Q u i z
P D F s

E x i t
T i c k e t s

Spotlight on: Generation Genius

https://www.generationgenius.com/
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Click the icons below to follow us on social media:

Click here to read more about our website: 

Columbus Regional 
Mathematics Collaborative
Columbus State University

Columbus Regional Mathematics Collaborative
Frank Brown Hall

1127 Broadway
Columbus, Georgia 31901

Mailing Address: 4225 University Avenue, Columbus, Georgia 31907

Keep the 
Math Magic Going!

Pledge your Support!

https://www.facebook.com/MathCollaborative/
https://www.instagram.com/mathcollab/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/columbus-regional-mathematics-collaborative
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/
https://www.columbusstate.edu/crmc/donate-to-crmc.php

