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  Selection of books from the library of Columbus’ 

first mayor. 

Earlier this year the Schley family generously 

donated a collection of books that originally 

belonged to the Fontaine family, including 

John Fontaine, who served as Columbus’ first 

mayor from 1836 - 1837. 

John Fontaine, born in 1792, was an early 

settler in Columbus along with his wife Mary 

Ann Stewart, who was born in 1808. Together 

they had five children: Henrietta, Mary, 

Benjamin, Theophilus, Francis, and George.  

The family library would have been used for 

both education and leisurely reading. It 

ranges from 1819 to the 1860s and includes 

topics on history, philosophy, literature, the 

sciences, and agriculture. Together as a 

collection it shows what influenced and 

informed the early families of Columbus 

including leaders such as the mayor.  

Many of the books are currently on display 

within the Archives for visitors to see.  

Preview this Issue: 

Congressional Papers of Jack Brinkley ——— Ledger-Enquirer Archives  ———  Excellence Award 



Letter from the Director:  

Grateful for Your Support 

Just a few short months ago, beginning this past May, we embarked 

on a fundraising campaign to support the purchase of two important 

newspaper archives including over 100,000 historic images. Today 

we are happy to announce that we have successfully met our goal!  

This is due entirely to your generosity; we could not have done it 

without your help!  We are so grateful to have such extensive support 

and that we can rest assured knowing that we can count on our many 

friends in the community and around the world.  

Many of our contributors to this campaign were first time donors to 

the Archives and Special Collections. We are excited to continue our 

relationship with you, including receiving this newsletter. As a way to 

acknowledge our donors and show our appreciation, in this issue we 

are including a list of those who have given this year. Please let me 

know if our records need updating regarding how your name is 

acknowledged.  

We have already moved forward in purchasing the Ledger-Enquirer 

Newsbank database. You can read more about that resource on the 

next page. We continue negotiations with the seller of the historic 

photograph archive and hope to have news to share on that soon. Stay 

tuned!  

Even though we have met our fundraising challenge, we are 

continuing to accept donations. Any contributions donated towards 

this project will help fund temporary staffing, including student 

assistants, to help process these new photographs and upload them 

online for all to see.  

David M. Owings  

Head of Archives and  

Special Collections  

Editor: 

David Owings 

THE A RCHIVA L 
ADVOCATE  

A newsletter  from 
the Columbus State 
Universi ty  Archi ves  

and Special  
Collections  

706-507-8672                                   CSU Archives and Special Collections                               archives.columbusstate.edu 

Fall  2021 Page 2 

Inside this issue: 

Fontaine Library 1 

Letter from the 

Director 

2 

Ledger Enquirer 

Archives 
3 

Congressional 

Papers of Jack 

Brinkley 

4-5 

Honor Roll of 

Donors 
6 

Found in the 

Archives 
7 

Rare Book Corner 7 

A RC HIV E S A ND 
SP ECIA L 

CO LL ECTI ON S 



Ledger-Enquirer Archives Come to Columbus  

Welcome to Newsbank! This new database is 

available online and fully searchable, allowing 

researchers to explore particular years for 

specific keywords and view the articles online 

instead of panning through microfilm reels.  

This resource is freely available to anyone 

(including the general public) on campus. 

Come visit us in the Archives or by using one 

of the computers on the main floor of the 

Schwob Library. Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you need help navigating campus.  

Students and employees of CSU can access 

Newsbank remotely from home. We also have 

a limited number of remote log-on accounts 

for community members to access this 

resource from home. To apply for an account, 

please contact the Archives staff. 
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Archives receiving their award. Pictured from left to right: Tom 

Converse, David Owings, and Jessie Merrell. Not pictured: 

Martha Ragan.  

Archives Receives Excellence Award 

We recently received the Excellence in 

Archival Program Development Award from 

the Georgia Archives and the University 

System of Georgia. The award honors an 

institution’s actions to appropriately care for 

and manage archival records. We were 

recognized specifically for our facility 

enhancements, outreach efforts, and our 

robust internship program available to 

students. 
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Revisiting the Congressional Papers of Jack Brinkley  

The Columbus State University Archives and Special Collections is pleased to announce the 

reprocessing of the Congressional Papers of Jack Brinkley.  

Brinkley was born December 22, 1930 in Faceville, a small town in southern Georgia. After 

graduating from Young Harris College in 1949, he taught for two years until becoming a U.S. Air 

Force pilot. He later received his juris doctorate from the University of Georgia Law School and 

opened a local law practice in Columbus. Brinkley then began his political career, serving in the 

Georgia House of Representatives from 1964 to 1966, and was elected to the U.S. House of 

Representatives the next year serving until 1982. 

The Archives acquired the collection in 1982 as a set of three hundred fifty-seven boxes. At the 

time, it received only minimal processing due to staffing limitations. However, staff and student 

interns have recently been revisiting this important collection, focusing efforts to maximize its 

accessibility to potential researchers. This includes extensive efforts to review and describe 

materials, generating numerous keywords on topics in the collection so researchers will know what 

the collection contains. As a result, future researchers will be able to more easily locate the 

documents they need. Student interns and staff are also revising the finding aid which includes 

each topic in every folder and box, making it easier to navigate the hundreds of boxes available.  

There are several series in the collection, such as office administration, legislative correspondence, 

legislative committee work, politics, personal, public relations, and artifacts, which are subject to 

change as processing continues. Potential research topics include civil rights, desegregation, the 

Vietnam War, Watergate, the Equal Rights Amendment, inflation, the energy crisis, and more. 

Anyone interested in local history or late twentieth century American history will find something to 

engage them in the Brinkley Collection.  

According to Archivist Tom Converse, “Jack Brinkley's Congressional papers provide wide and deep 

insights into the views and activities of both Brinkley and many of his constituents during a 

turbulent and fascinating period in our nation's history.” Some examples of documents in the 

collection include information on Brinkley’s efforts to include Columbus in the national interstate 

highway system. Another example includes numerous documents on forced busing and school 

desegregation. Related to the energy crisis, there are also documents on use of gasohol as 

demonstrated on the next page.   

Those interested in the collection can reach out to the CSU Archives and Special Collections at 

(706) 507-8672.  
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The energy crisis of the late 1970s inspired Americans to try alternative fuel sources. One of the most 

popular sources was “gasohol”, a combination of regular gasoline with a small percentage of alcohol, 

often in the form of ethanol. This demonstration shows the ways in which both private companies and 

politicians would encourage people to use the alternative fuel sources to boost the economy and 

minimize the energy crisis. Jack Brinkley strongly supported the use of gasohol.  
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Honor Roll of Donors 
August 2020—December 2021 

Archives and Special Collections gratefully acknowledges those donors who have 

contributed to our ongoing excellence. 

Cornerstone Partners  

Mildred Miller Fort Foundation 

James E. and Sally Q. Gates 

 

University Partners  

Gardiner W. and Lenora J. Garrard 

Kenneth Harrison Thomas, Jr.  

Katherine J. and Wright B. Waddell  

 

Leadership Circle 

Cantus Columbus  

 

Platinum Circle  

Mrs. Richard R. Hallock 

Richard and Ann Strub 

 

Silver Circle  

Thornton and Sue Jordan 

Hardaway Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. James Madden Hatcher 

 

Bronze Circle  

Mr. F. Clason Kyle 

Mrs. Joseph P. Zollo 

 

Copper Circle 

Deborah Begner 

Helen J. Burgin 

Thomas Fort  

 

Gateway Club 

W. Mizell and Julie S. Alexander 

Richard and Mildred Childs  

Thomas S. and Wynema Miles Gates 

Ms. Marnie Salter  

 

 

 

Anniversary Club 

Layton and Kaye Gordy 

Cecil and Sandy Hudson  

 

Century Club  

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Y. Bradley 

James Centric 

Rachel Dobson 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Flowers 

Rodney S. and Judy C. Hinton 

Mrs. Melinda Hunter 

William P. Kendall 

Jean and Gerald Kent 

Michael King 

Craig Lloyd 

Linda S. McCardle 

Callie B. McGinnis 

Mr. and Mrs. James Key Pound 

Martha and Greg Ragan 

Dr. Sandra P. Stratford 

Jack Schley 

Ron and Susan Wirt 

 

Half Century Club 

Linda Ames 

Julie Daffin Dickson 

Cathy and Fred Fussell 

David M. Owings 

Ms. Celia G. Page 

Dr. and Mrs. Hugh I. Rodgers 

Frank B. and Ashley E. Schley 

 

Donor 

Rebecca Bush  

Rey De La Cruz 

Joel and Michelle DeBruyn 

Janice Edmunds 

Jeramy and Mary Bowie 

Jane Quillian Page McCamy 

Amy Parsons 

L. Rexford Whiddon 

H. Berrien and Nancy C. Zettler 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list; however, it is possible that errors have been made. If so, please accept our sincere 

apologies and call them to the attention of the Office of Development (706) 507-8431. 
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“Found in the Archives” Spotlight 

  

Fontaine Family Library 
 

Two books featured here show 

the signature of John Fontaine 

and his son George Fontaine.  
 

The first is a United States 

Report of the Commissioner of 

Patents from 1856.  
 

The second is a textbook for the 

study of Natural Philosophy 

from 1866. 

  

A Nehi Cola Christmas 

Parade Float with Santa 

Clause, circa 1920  

 

This photograph is from an 

album collected by Walter King 

Hatcher, brother of Claude A. 

Hatcher who founded the Chero-

Cola Company in Columbus. 

 

This photograph album 

primarily documents a bottling 

company located in Birmingham, 

Alabama where Walter King 

Hatcher operated. It shows the 

reach and impact of Chero-Cola 

industries (later RC Cola) outside 

of Columbus.  

Rare Book Corner 



CSU Archives and Special Collections  

4225 University Avenue  

Columbus State University  

Columbus, GA 31907  

BECOME AN ADVOCATE FOR THE ARCHIVES  

The Advocates for the Archives (AFTA) supports the Archives and Special Collections in its mission to document and 
preserve the history and culture of Columbus and the Chattahoochee Valley area. Our annual giving program, funded by 
donor contributions, provides us with critical support for ensuring our collections are preserved for future generations 
including sending documents to specialized conservation labs for treatment when needed. 

Everyone is invited to become an advocate by contributing to the annual giving program. Please consider joining; your 
donation is an investment in history. The Archives also welcomes physical donations of research materials. If you have, 
or know of, materials which relate to the history of Columbus or the surrounding area, please contact us. All 
contributions are tax deductible. 

For more information contact:  

David Owings     Rex Whiddon 

4225 University Ave.     4225 University Ave. 

Columbus, GA 31907    Columbus, GA 31907 

706-507-8672     706-507-8430 

owings_david@columbusstate.edu   whiddon_rex@columbusstate.edu  
 

To make an online contribution to the Archives visit: archives.columbusstate.edu/giving 

Giving levels for members include:  
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1958 SOCIETY 

Cornerstone Partners ($50,000+) 
University Partners ($25,000 - $49,999) 
Leadership Circle ($20,000 - $24,999) 
Diamond Circle ($15,000 - $19,999) 
Platinum Circle ($10,000 - $14,999) 
 

TOWER SOCIETY 

Gold Circle $7,500 - $9,999) 
Silver Circle ($5,000 - $7,499) 
Bronze Circle ($2,500 - $4,999) 
Copper Circle ($1,000 - $2,499) 
 
 

DONOR SOCIETY 

Gateway Club ($500 - $999) 
Anniversary Club ($250 - $249) 
Century Club ($100 - $249) 
Half Century Club ($50 - $99) 
Donor (Below $50) 


