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olars have long maintained that one of the most visible consequences
le in India was the rapid growth of the Indian urban professional
eneurial elites. It is generally agreed that Indian nationalism was
¢ frustration of these groups and by the British colonial practice of
estern education and economic opportunity, but denying their
les access to their fruits: government employment and economic
However, contemporary British administrators judged such elites to
y self-interest, and scoffed at their claim to represent the political
ic interests of the Indian people as a whole. This assessment was
970s by the so-called Cambridge School of Indian historiography.
e recent revisionists maintain that, though distracted by local
onal ambition, early Indian nationalists were deeply impressed
ty of a nationalist vision of subordinating self, family and caste to
of an Indian Nation and that elite attitudes towards land alienation,
d peasants were more statesman-like and less selfish than their critics
. An analysis of the course of the development of Bengal’s
stitutions indicates that Gandhi’s dream of sacrificial urban elite
n the creation of a more equitable society was anticipated by late
entury Western-educated Bengali urban leaders, who met British
elf-interest with altruistic action during the formative years of Indian
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