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I. INTRODUCTION

frican family life faced a crisis when it f ragmented during
the Middle Passage, sale, and enslavement. Africans
ed the task of re-creating family relationships under the slave
'hether slaves accomplished this task remains a controversial
Afro-American slave historiography. Slavery, some
sither destroyed Black family life or deformed it into an
‘matrifocal unit. Recently, some scholars have argued that
and Afro- American slaves did manage to build families and
s in which children were nurtured and socialized in the slave
Strong familial and extended kin ties provided a way for the
construct a world of their own, distinct from their master’s

etermining how slaves organized and viewed their families
lenging task. Although much information about the slave
merged from studying the freedmen after the Civil War, this
oposes to focus on an earlier period. Much can be learned
e family structure of slaves when they were freed, emigrated
ja, and took up independent lives between 1820 and 1843.
d of life they created, specifically their family existence, may
ht on the family life they led under slavery. In addition, a
scise understanding of that existence may be obtained through
ng the emancipated slaves’ experiences with those of the
n emigrants to Liberia. The freeborn people usually possessed
y structure which developed without the restrictions and
on of slavery. A comparison of freeborn and slave emigrant
s may answer several questions. Are there any differences in
sborn families and slave-born families that may be attributed
impact of slavery? What sort of household composition
ted among freeborn and ex-slave settlers? Was the incidence
ly break-up common? If so, why? Were there an unusual
of female-headed households? Did ex-slave fathers take
bility for their wives and children? Were extended kin ties
ned between emigrants to Liberia and those left behind in the
States?

The first step in evaluating the families of ex-slaves and the
1 Blacks is to examine the lists of emigrants from the ships’



logs to determine the number of slave and freebo
emigrating to Liberia. The "family" is defined as father,
children as opposed to "household," which is categorized a
people, both blood-kin and non-kin, residing together.
analysis of the 1843 Liberian Census indicates if the famil

Thirdly, a closer, more intimate focus on the lives of
families may deepen the understanding of the ex-slave
family. Ultimately, the nature of the emigrant family

II. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BLACK IMMIGRAN]
IN LIBERIA 4

The West African land to which Afro-Americans
Liberia, became a colony through the efforts of the
Colonization Society, an organization created in 1816 in
A U.S. government agency established under the SI
Prohibition Act of 1820 assisted in resettling Africans res
slave ships and also found settlement sites for Afro-
emigrants. Thus, the land for the Liberian colony was aci
the first settler families, eighty-six freeborn Afro- Ameri
east January 31, 1820, for Africa. All Liberian emigrants u
were freeborn Blacks. After that year, freed slaves an
Africans also began to arrive in the colony.? 4

Between January, 1820, and December, 1843,
transporting 4,454 Black Americans dropped anchor in ":'5..
this total number of colonists, 1,687 (38 percent) had been
97 (two percent) had purchased their freedom, 2,290 (51
were emancipated, while the status (ex-slave or freebor
is unknown. More than half the Liberian emigrants we
slaves and several indicators suggest that they arrived in fa
First, the adult sex ratio is balanced; second, the age d
shows a wide base of children. Finally, a pattern
organization becomes clearer when ship emigrant lists ar
according to family and other kin groups.®

Most of the Liberian settlers arriving between 182(
stepped ashore as members of families that included two p
children. This is true for the 166 (54 percent freeborn doub
families and for the 81 (27 percent) ex-slave two-parent f
significant number of families, 58 (19 percent), in the
(previous condition of servitude unknown) category were
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families. It is probable that some of these families consisted
ar slaves. The next largest group included those people who
in female-headed families. There were slightly more such
mong the freeborn settlers--62 female-headed families--than
he emancipated group with 53 such families. (45 percent of
eaded families were freeborn; and freeborn female-headed
are 11 percent of total emigrant families. Thirty-eight
of all female-headed families were ex-slave; while nine
of total families were ex-slave female-headed families.)
there are 97 kin groups composed of persons that could be
d only as relatives or other kin. Of this group, 46 (47
‘were ex-slaves, 24 (24 percent) were freeborn Afro-
ns, and 27 (28 percent) were of unknown status. This
suggests that the m gonty of Liberian settlers came with kin
.s of various types.

EFFECTS OF THE LIBERIAN ENVIRONMENT ON THE
'BLACK IMMIGRANT FAMILY STRUCTURE

‘he months after debarkation in Liberia were harrowing.
two percent of all settlers died during the first year in
while the death rate for adults (ages 24-45) ranged between
0 deaths per thousand per year. This astounding death rate
from the acclimation period in the unfamiliar tropical
1ent. More than 45 percent of the deaths prior to 1844 were
to African fever, probably malaria, contracted during the
imatior year. Census enumerators in 1844 counted only
ns living in the nine Liberian settlements, a severe
ecline from the 4,454 people who had emigrated between
843. Liberia’s total number of survivors included 1,745 (73
emigrants--families who arrived by ship between the years
1843--and 587 (25 percent) persons born in the colony to
jerican parents. Others included 12 persons born to mixed
erican and African parents, and 46 people born of African
vho were adopted into emigrant Afro-American families.
show that 529 emigrants left the colony sometime before
icts with the Africans resulted in 74 fatalities during the
0 through 1843. These figures show that death spared no
aching all categones of families alike, disrupting the lives of
reventing any increase in population.

ese statistics also indicate the major cause of family
disease and death. For example, the Stubblefields, Isaac
el, and their three children Abraham, Elizabeth and James,
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ex-slaves from Virginia, emigrated to Liberia aboard the
arriving in Monrovia on March 24, 1829. The feve
killing Isaac and the two youngest children in the first y
year Rachel died of pleurisy, leaving the eldest son,
Abraham, to fend for himself. He survived, married,
had three young sons of his own.®
Afro-Americans, both freeborn and ex-slave
various times over the twenty years between 1820 an
suffered family breakup because of death, resumed th
the acclimation period, created new marriages, new fa
in orphans and kin. By the year 1843, the colonizers o
set up new and reconstituted households and begun t
of building their country. In that year, 1843,
government conducted a census which reveals social an
conditions for that one year. Examination of this docu
a profile of the families in Liberia.
Among the total census population of ex-sla
households (76 percent) with both male and female a
along with children. Only the males’ status relative
known for 73 (66 percent) of these households since th
arrived in the colony before marriage and therefore h
name. However, there were 34 (31 percent) dou
households where the known status of both adults wa
Among the ex-slaves who had emigrated during the 23
1820-1843, a majority lived in double-headed families.
these families had been formed after arriving in Liberia
the death of the primary emigrant families. The freeborn
maintained a majority of double-headed families as well,
settlers constituted 95 (75 percent) two-parent househ
The Black family--ex-slave and freeborn--characterize
parent family weathered the storms of pioneer life.”
Among all families in 1843, 84 percent of the
household were male while just 16 percent were females.
slaves, there were 35 single-headed households, 17 o
f‘emale headed and 18 male-headed. In comparison, the i
freeborn female and male-headed households were very
and 15 respectively, A significant breakdown of famxly
evidenced by single-headed families is not apparent in 18
These ex-slave and freeborn double-headed familie:
to the unique conditions of early Liberia and are characteriz
predominance of double-headed families plus kin,
apprentices, and others living together. Only fifty-one (13
nuclear families lived in households without others pre
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household belonged to Anthony and Elizabeth Gibson and
ree children. This ex-slave family arrived in the colony in
836, and settled in the agricultural village of Marshall. Seven
ter, in 1843, the Gibson family consisted of two more Gibson
1, four young boys listed as orphan-apprentices, and a
woman.® Another ex-slave immigrant, Louis Sheridan, his
wife Flora, and his two daughters sailed to Liberia in early
ettling in the farm community of Bexley. By 1843, the
n household grew to include four orphans, three teenagers of
yn status, a female cook, and a washerwoman, Betsey
ove and her three children. Since Louis Sheridan was a farmer,

d agricultural labor, although the two voungest were in school.
Spendlove, most likely a widow, probably did the household
s while her eldest son, James, served as an apprentice. Such a
pusehold was not unusual among farm families anywhere; many
were needed to work the land. While double-headed families
norm, the family household expanded to include other people-
friends, orphans, boarders--as a way of adapting to the
jons in Liberia.10

‘Households of freeborn emigrants were of a similar structure
¢ of ex-slaves. John N. Lewis and Susannah Waring arrived in
a in February, 1824, as teenagers. Later the former shipmates
d and by 1843 had four children. Living in their house were
girls listed as servants, a nurse and a laborer, Yorick Curd, an
e who came from Kentucky in 1842. This was an elite f amlly,
Lewis was the Colonial Secretary, and later in the 1850s he
the Liberian Secretary of State. His wife was the daughter
ston Waring, a free black minister from Petersburg, Virginia,
founded a mercantile business after the support for his
nary work ended. Ex-slaves and free black families of lesser
and status living in similarly structured households adapted to
nditions of Liberia. The country at this time was a struggling
ltural and trade colony with only one town of significance,

gvia. People lived together in larger households to economize,
1 one another, and work together. Though double-headed
es were typical, the households of these families also included
riends, boarders, and servants--a situation deemed practical in
joneer society.!?

- The census of 1843 showed a number of female-headed
holds which made up about 16 percent of all households and like
households often included children, orphans, kin, and others.
dition, families headed by women who lived in other people’s
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homes as kin, friends, or workers, existed. No
sometimes female heads of households were widows; I
women and four emancipated women were listed as &
census. For example, one widowed head of househol
the wife of a North Carolinian ex-slave, lived and
"Farmeress” in Caldwell during 1843. Only her four chile
to four lived with her.}? 4
Some ex-slave women came as heads of families aj
as such while living in other households, or they set.
households of their own as the ex-slave Frances Horace ¢
came to Liberia with her seven children in 1834. O
Frances worked as a nurse, her eldest son as a laborer,
youngest children attended school. The household al
single male, Isaac Walker, an ex-slave carpenter f:
Walker had come to Liberia with his father, also n
stepmother, Sarah, and three sisters aboard the Ninus,
on the which the Horaces arrived. Sarah Walker died
1834. Isaac’s two sisters were killed that year in a ms
Cresson, a community founded by pacifists, when
involved in slaving attacked the settlement. Twenty sett €
the rest retreated to Monrovia.!® 1
Liberia also had a few single fathers with young
rear after their wives died. Drawing from the 1843
were 18 households headed by male ex-slaves and
freeborn men. One emancipated single father, Hen
arrived in the colony in 1835 with his wife and four ch
youngest, an infant, died in 1837. Henry’s wife passe
years later leaving him with five children ranging in age
seven. Another man, Adam Lockett, was left with five sms
ages ten to three years, after his wife, Charlotte, di
childbirth. Fortunately, Adam’s sister-in-law, Eliza Bu tle
in his household and probably aided him in caring for
family.!* i
These ex-slave men felt responsibility for their fa
love for their children. Letters written by some ex
makes this clear. Asa matter of fact, virtually all the corre:
of male Liberian settlers gives evidence of their affection f
and children either by describing their children’s health,
religious progress, and schooling or through direct st
fatherly love. For example, the former slave, Jacob Gi
American Colonization Society officials following his ar
colony in 1833. After describing a safe voyage, he stated
be "ten thousand times obliged to you if you will make an
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c hxldren freed and sent out to me. Neither of you, perhaps,
pam which a father feels at being separated from his own
ng." Another ex-slave, Paul F. Lindsay wrote in 1839 to John
obe, an official of the Colonization society, pleading for help
ing his family from bondage. Even though Lindsay was
d with Liberia, he declared, "in one thing only I can say that
ot satlsf ied in that my wife and children that I have left behind
ng slave as I was but have not the chance that I had of getting
sedom.” Perhaps, he said, he might come to the United States
h a few friends I may be the means of getting them out of
"5 Men who grew to maturity under slavery had the
to love and care for their kin. This is a crucial point because
historians, and other scholars, believe that slavery emasculated
ck male-father; the master as father took the place of the slave
Slave fathers lacked the ability to protect their families from
ments and sale. Thus, some scholars contend, powerless, weak
lacking love or responsﬂnhty for their families resulted from
e system. Signif 1cant1y, this image is in great contrast to those
ho emigrated to Liberia in these years, for the legacy of slavery
t damaged their sense of paternal love and responsibility.
Liberia’s ex-slave settlers lived in families and households
 after those they had while slaves in the United States. Those
American slave experiences and the special circumstances of
pioneer life were blended together to form the Liberian
d household which is depicted in the census of 1843.
disease, and time battered, but certainly did not destroy
ilies and households. The high incidence of fairly large
Ids made up of blood kin--parents and children, relatives and
s--as well as orphans, apprentices, and servants may have been
nse to conditions unique to Liberia dunng the period. The
tropical environment, the difficult economic conditions, and
sses of settling a foreign land forced people to rely heavily on
d kin. Orphans, newly-arrived relatives and friends,
s, apprentices, and servants had to live within the houses of
Tllness and death frequently broke up families, forcing them
in other households and create new families. Orphaned
f friends and kin were often welcomed into the home, as
wly arrived kin from the United States. Liberians settlers
dapting family and household structure brought from the
States to the conditions in Liberia. In fact, fictive kin
s and extended family ties developed under bondage aided
people in dealing with loss of family and subsequent
ization of people into new families.!”
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These Liberian households were complex grot
than simple nuclear structures. This was in sharp con
families of late 19th century Philadelphia where 75 ¢
nuclear. Furthermore, in the rural southern United
1880s the percentage of nuclear households ranged fr
in Mount Album, Mississippi to 68 percent in Lowndes
Carolina. Figures for the urban South ranged from
Richmond, Virginia, to 71 percent in Beaufort, South Cz
majority of families living in Liberia in 1843 were compl
usually included a nuclear family augmented by othe
members such as kin, orphans, and servants. Emigrants
the special conditions found in the colony and created
augmented family structures. The strong ex-slave, emig
adapted readily to the new life.!® b

Liberian family households differed from those
because they were larger. For instance, a double-he
household in Monrovia consisted of 6.2 members, while
household was slightly larger with 6.8 members. Similar
Philadelphia of 1838 show only 4.27 members in ex-sla
and 3.88 in freeborn Black households. Over half the
Black households included two to four members; just o
contained five to seven people. In the urban south, 58 p
percent of households contained two to four persons
under one-third of Blacks lived in households of A7
members. Among all ex-slave households in Monrovia,
lived in households of two to four members, 50 percent in
of five to seven. Sixteen percent in households of
members, and eight percent in households of over 11
Freeborn households had a more even distribution of res;
percent lived in households of two to four members, 21
households of five to seven members, 16 percent in hous
eight to ten, and 6 percent in those of over 11. Monrovian
were larger for both ex-slave and freeborn Blacks than
United States because the family in Liberia, in a healthy re:

harsh conditions, adapted and formed a new household p
This paper has focused on households in only one
a restriction caused by the absence of additional censu
this reason, determining the interior nature of f amily 1if
at other times has been impossible. However, calculated
can be made based on letters written by ex-slaves since sever
groups who arrived in Liberia during the 1830s
correspondence with their former masters for years. The!
reflect the closeness of family ties in the colony, the endur
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still in the United States, the effects of the novel African
ent, and the wonderf'ul aspects of new-found liberty. Three
s of ex-slaves, the Pages, and Minors, and the Skipwiths,
_iberia and subsequently maintained contact with their
sters in the United States. Through their letters a glimpse
mate aspects of Liberian family life can be obtained.

DEPTH FAMILY PORTRAITS - THE PAGE FAMILY

rt, John, and Thomas Page, three brothers, each with
nd children, all of whom had been slaves on a Virginia
d emancipated in late 1834 by Anne Randolph Page,
eria in 1835. Robert wrote in 1839 to Anne Randolph
ighter and son-in-law, Sarah and Charles Andrews,
the "tolerable comfortable” conditions at the Edina farm
- He worked as a farmer and blacksmith and wrote that
boys, Alfred, John, and Robert go to school constantly."
ybert’s two jobs, he still needed aid from his former masters
‘his growing family, and he did not hesitate to request
1d gifts. This was a common practice among liberated
maintained ties with their old masters because provisions
‘r emigrants often proved insufficient. Also, agricultural
vere strange and difficult, cash was short, and few goods
ants needed or wanted were available in the new colony.
this letter as did so many other slaves, with greetings
and white friends. A special note requested Charles
Please give my love to my dear mother and all my dear
America. If I should not see them again in this world I
eet them all in heaven. .

mas, Robert’s brother, worked as a cooper, or barrel-
a coastal trading wvessel, while his children stayed in
1ome. This represented yet another example of emigrant
s containing relative’s or other people’s children. Kin and
glped each other with childcare because of jobs away from
1ess, or death. The three brothers and their families
in fair health, working their farms throughout the 1840s.%2!
ert Page wrote the Andrews again in 1849 sending news
nd his "thriving" family. He extended good wishes to
ginia and said that "the children join me in love to their
er whom they have never seen." In this way, the Pages
ex-slave emigrant families maintained generational ties
1 long distances and many years. Although Robert’s
dren might never meet their grandmother in the United
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States, they knew her through the words of their father
By 1849, Thomas Page married after the deatl
wife, a situation that many other Liberians faced due
death rate in the initial years of settlement. Thomas
attributes of his second wife noting that "she has faithfull
the office [of] Mother to my first wife’s children," and
an industrious woman, she Performs all the duties
housekeeping, makes all the clothes. . . ." Thomas’s w
have been a valued helpmate, derforming the traditior
wife, mother, and homemaker. ]
While it is difficult to determine, evidence indic
the ex-slave married women remained in the home,
widowed or single mothers who were forced to work
washing or sewing, tasks that could be done in th
conjunction with domestic duties. Liberian society, small
as it was, at least did not have the racism and discrimina;
deprived urban Black males in the U.S. of jobs, thereby fi
women into the jobs outside the home. Economic o
Liberia were fairly egalitarian within a rural, subsistence s
slaves and freeborn emigrants held jobs as artisans and §
laborers. The most successful combined a trade, such as s
with farming. A small elite made up of freeborn Blacks,
Warings and Roberts families arose. In 1843, the 22 mem
upper class held the professional and governmental o

available with hard work and luck--meaning survival :
acclimation period and good health later.2* i

Other women in the Page circle of kin did not f:
mainly because of the death of a Spouse, a COmmon occurre
colony for all emigrants--ex-slave and free. For example
brothers’ cousin, Sarah, mother of two, was widowed soo
arrival in the colony. Later "she was married a second tj
daughter by her second husband [and the child] not being :
old, was taken with a disease and soon died, the Fathe
surviving the daughter died also" in April, 1849.2° |

The Page family letters end in 1854. Ho W
communications shows how an ex-slave f amily--three brol
mother, their wives and children, and other kin, lived a
arrival in 1835. In the census of 1843, Robert Page headed
family which included his wife, Matilda, two sons, and a
Thomas Page, a cooper, lived with his wife and son, Pe
household headed by the farmer, Isaac Craven. John Pa
listed in this census. The Page letters indicate that the bro

202



families remained close over the years, caring for one another’s
ren, sharing precious books sent from Virginia, and grieving over
ad brother. Frequent messages and inquiries about relatives left
e United States revealed the same close extended kin ties as
ed under slavery in the U. S. South.2®

IN-DEPTH FAMILY PORTRAITS - THE MINOR FAMILY

- Some slaves were freed and sent to Liberia before they were
nough to head a family. Sometimes they emigrated alone or with
uts or relatives. Later, though, they would continue the family
ition learned from their slave parents by establishing their own
ies in Liberia. One such man, James Cephas Minor emigrated
his mother, Mary Ann, both having been freed by John Minor
redericksburg, Virginia, in 1828. James had been prepared for
lom by his owner and Lucy Landon Carter Minor, John Minor’s
er. James, by age twenty, had been trained in his master’s
ing business and taught to read and write. He sailed aboard the
et for Liberia in 1829. By May of 1830, he was working for the
la Herald newspaper. Although his first letters were lost, reports
hers indicated he got along well.

- James’s first extant letter, dated February 11, 1833, was full
berian news--a ship arrival from Charleston with 170 passengers,
ier from Maryland with 154 emigrants, new buildings being
ed in Monrovia, friendly natives and "presumptuous” Africans
led from slave ships. One newcomer, Burwell Minor, had come
| James’ old plantation. John Minor sent him to James for
ance and shelter. Like so many other emigrants, James added a
¥member to his household--one that needed shelter and guidance
e new land. James wrote later that Burwell was farming in
well, although upon his landing "he acted like a young horse just
of the stable--he tested [his] freedom. I gave him the best
uction I could."?®

James married sometime between his arrival and 1843. It is

ible that he married twice since the Census lists his wife with

children of her own and two children belonging to him.

ably both James and his second wife had experienced the ravages

sease and death in the loss of their first spouses. However, they,

50 many others, chose to join their two families by marriage and

inue on in the harsh new land. Besides the family, two teenaged

entices also lived in the household. In 1851, James wrote that he

his "family are still surviving the wreck of nature and are in

able good health, thank God." He expressed much interest in,
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and nostalgia for, friends and his former masters. Writii
Blackford, his former master’s sister, he expressed a w
and "to have been present at the assembling of your
and daughters, and grandchildren." After many ye
still imagine "a view of Fredericksburg--Toppen Cas
and many other places over which I have walked in§
country in the day of early youthood."?? 1

V1. IN-DEPTH FAMILY PORTRAITS - THE SKIPW

The most extensive collection of Liberian lett
from the ex-slaves of the Virginian, John Hartwell
1833, freed and sent to Liberia the Skipwith family--
Lydia, and their six children. These people were ¢
because he thought they were a healthy, Christian fam
the trials of pioneer life. Peyton Skipwith was a sto
proved to be a valuable skill in Liberia where rock
preferable since African insects and weather door
buildings.3? Although Cocke chose the Peyton Skipw.
to Liberia precisely because he thought they were a st
were born, reached maturity, and began their famil
oppressive slave system. At least some of the family
cohesion must have derived from a tradition of family |
slavery times. Certainly, the Skipwith family exhibits
of a viable family even without the presence of the
enforce or bolster its existence. 1

Peyton Skipwith and his family moved to Libe
The dreaded African fever struck swiftly and claimed tk
wife, Lydia, and two of their children. Additionally,
from a strange ailment, "night blindness,” that preven
working. By 1836, though, he was able to write "tha
my health and sight is recovered and that day of awfu
and I feel satisfied with my present home and desi
Friends and family in Virginia were not forgotten, fo
"Give my love to all the family both white and colore
friends in general." His oldest daughters, Diana and M.
school and kept house for their father until he rem
wrote letters home with messages to her grandmother
Often she sent packages of seeds and other small gifts.
others in Liberia who had kin in the United States,
strong over the years.

Prior to 1843, Diana married a seaman, captain o
vessel, and was enjoying married life. Matilda still lived
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's two-story rock house since her favorite suitor had
agedy continued to mark Matilda’s life. In 1844, when
iana died, she was "completely left alone [with] only Nash
" and her father. Still she looked ahead for, "in a
from this I expects to change my life." She married
max, a man of many trades, "firstly a Cooper, 2dly
ly Sea Captain and Clerk." By this time, her father had
ain to a widow with two children. The year 1848 found
s mother of two daughters, Eliza, Adala, and Lydia Ann;
had died. The next year brought much sorrow. First,
uel, Matilda’s husband, drowned; then Peyton died in
datilda felt devastated, left "with three small children . ..
¥ Country Where Every thinge is hard for a widow. .. ."
aid from her master for, "if I Ever in all my life needed
oW, . . . . " In addition to her own offspring, she also had
Peyton’s "small children who are Depending on me. . ...
h, Matilda’s younger brother, inherited Peyton’s stone
ried on the masonry business until he, too, died in the
51. Matilda wrote that she was "doing as well as a lone
jated a3 I am could expect to do. By hard labor and the

She recognized the universal inequities between laboring
omen for she had to "Work one Day for a lone 25 cts and
50 cts pr Day, Masons." Although times continued to be
r Matilda, she kept her faith in God and provided for and
er children. She remarried in 1854 to a Mr. Richardson.®?
ousin from Virginia, James Skipwith, landed in Monrovia

Day, 1857, optimistic and ready to succeed, even though
bly had not been able to "carry my wife and Childreans. .
he moved into Matilda’s brick house, opened a bake shop,
ten acres of farm land. Soon James wrote he had "enjoyed
Privalige of a free man."--jury duty and voting. He
with Liberia although "Our work is almost like Building
f Jerusalem. We have to carry our tools all day in our
our Bibles at night." Despite hardship he professed it
 the Best Country for the Black man. . .God intended
the Black Race." This vibrant, hard-working man died
ly in 1861 despite Matilda’s nursing. She wrote that
was bedridden James remained hopeful until the end,
to dream of seeing his wife "and as she did not come it
worse. But he spoke very cheerful about dieing." James’
unite his family in Liberia could not be fulfilled. After
there were no more letters; however a visitor to Monrovia
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reported that Matilda and her husband lived in bad circum
the poor side of town. Nevertheless, they continued to ac
will for them.3* :

The experience of the Skipwith family depicts the
joys of one emigrant family. Through it all they remained
aiding each other, welcoming kin from the United States,
about the daily business of making a living. Set-backs ang
stoically accepted as part of life in Liberia that no fami
slave or freeborn, could escape. ;

VII. CONCLUSION

The Liberian experience between 1820 and 1843 de
that the institution of slavery did not damage or ¢
attachment to family of those ex-slaves who emigrated to tt
colony. Rather, those involved journeyed to the pron
family or kin groups and when death took their loves on
recovered and established new families and households. A
time, the family structure, built in the United States und
was adapted to the special conditions settlers encountered
Large, complex households were common with relatives
apprentices, and others residing together under one ro
complex units provided mutual aid, sustenance, and econom
to their members. Kin ties remained strong over time.
from the United States joined settler families who helped
they were ready to live on their own. Those family me
stayed behind in the U. S. remained in the minds of thei
relatives. Parents told Liberian-born children of grandpare
uncles, and cousins in the land across the sea. Generally
former male slaves exhibited strong, durable ties to wives
and relatives. They suffered when their families were z
they cared for, educated, and praised their children. Despil
hardships, it was a land of liberty, modest opportunit;
without the evil discrimination based on color or previo
of servitude. There, as demonstrated by the analysis ©
census and the ex-slave correspondence, the sturdy emi,
survived the initial years built strong, cohesive, families
the conditions in Liberia. Those families clearly ¢
traditional structural foundations formed during slavery 0
States South.
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NOTES

The author wishes to thank Professor James L. Roark of the
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The historiography of the slave family is long and
rsial. Ulrich B. Phillips in American Negro Family (1918)
slave institution as a civilizing force. E. Franklin Frazier in
oro Family in the United States, (1939) saw stable marriages
s only among the "elite" artisans and houseslaves. Female-
ilies characterized most others and following emancipation
families broke down. Kenneth B. Stampp, in The Peculiar
m (1956), argued that the slave system had destroyed the
' native culture, families were not close, and parents often
| children with indifference. Stanley M. Elkins in Slavery.
em in American Institutional and Intellectual Life (1959)
d that slave families were too dependent upon their owners
meaningful unit." Slave fathers were deprived of authority
e were not really fathers at all. Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s
vernment study of the Negro family attributes current Black
adies to the demise of the Black family and the
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novese in Roll, Jordan, Roll: the World the Slaves Made,
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back to their arrival in order to determine their status--en
freeborn or unknown. '
Censu.s, Pp. 369-372.
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_-?'Census, Pp. 366-369; Shick, Behold the Promised Land, Pp.
isus, Pp. 341-349; It is interesting to note that female-headed
s were not as common in Liberia as in some cities of the
ng a similar period. For example, among ex-slaves and
Blacks in Philadelphia between 1837 and 1847 there were
0% or three households in ten headed by a woman. The
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, 3rd Edition, edited by Michael Gordon, (New York: St.
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311pid. Pp. 36-38.
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