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olonialism, Frantz Fanon announced that a new
| had come of age. She was a partner who had
ual to men because she had dared to break
everything in the war of national liberation.!
Igerian men did not then recognize equality of
they yet ready to grant it.2  Another keen
1 Africa, Albert Memmi, effectively described the
n Algerians and the French in his book The
2 Colonized.® Memmi even generalized his analysis
ok, Dominated Man* But he really ended up
dominated by imperialism, and he failed to see
he colonial period were doubly subjugated. First,
| class citizens because they were Algerians in an
by Europeans. Second, they were second class
and Muslim society because that society rigidly
vo sexes and gave practically all authority to the
 for example, had practically no choice in selecting
nds--a condition that remains the rule today. It is
efore, that some older descriptions of the Algerian
ole of women in that family, are still correct.

Djamila Debeche’s Aziza (1955),° and Mouloud
du pauvre (1954)7 are the clearest witness to the
attempts to illuminate. Scholars might scoff at
to illustrate social conditions, and prefer the
Bourdieu’s The Algerians® or Germaine Tillion’s Le
ins,? to name but two of the best sociological and
rks on Algerians. But Bourdieu and Tillion are
tic outside observers. Debeche and Feraoun are
‘about their own society in a genre that has been
raphic novel. Debeche is an Algerian woman who
own society while she tenaciously holds to her
Arabic culture. She does this in spite of her own
she was educated in French schools. In her mind,
‘be no contradiction of terms in such a life.
anguage was not Arabic, but Kabyle. He is an
0 sensitively describes the home and the village in
1p. He is also a modern man, a French educated



school master. But he has not rejected his traditions
flee to the city, preferring to work in the rugged
that Kabyles call home.® So here we have an Alge
an Algerian man each representing different sub-grot
the female and the male, the Arab and the Berber.n';
to say about women and about the Algerian family
similar. The composite picture of the Algerian wom
achieved through a careful reading of the two nov
gccurate, even when compared to scholarly conclusion
careful field work of European sociologists. F
In general terms, an Algerian woman is never f
tutelage.1? She is born and remains under the absol
her father or, if he is absent or dead, of an uncle,
or another close male relative. She escapes this
within her own family only when she comes unde;
absolute control of her husband. Until she is marrie
considered a burden, certainly a threat to the honor
because she must be a virgin on her wedding night.
concern with virginity before marriage naturally
marriage for women. But men who are not marr
they get to be thirty or more--also represent a thr
because all must marry to continue the famil
patrilinear society, men and women must marry and
In traditional Algerian families, the only real
had to achieve a meaningful position in her husban
have a son. She was, after all, the stranger who ha
into the family to help perpetuate the male line. 1
however, she might gain influence even in comm
preserve of the male-only ja’maah, or council of el
men had a voice. This influence, however, was
ability to influence her son. At the very least, the 1
child would establish a wife’s position within the hu
The more sons she had, the stronger her position.
offsprings, a mother would gain relief from the more
assigned the younger women in a typical extended v
especially in the agricultural regions, a woman who |
to surviving sons might rise to a position of real @
the family circle. But no woman would rise to
the community. She could, no matter what, only
the family and in women’s society. Being a wife w
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had to wait until she became a mother, the
before acquiring any authority in her husband’s

for improvements in the position of women within
sprang out of Algeria’s revolutionary experience.
participated effectively in the War of National
» observers thought women would inevitably gain
in an independent Algeria.l® The expected did not
 president of Algeria, Ahmed Ben Bella, made many
se did not lead to substantive changes. The second
umedienne, preferred to give a job to a man, and
ily, rather than to a woman whom he saw as an
jally, under the third president of independent
Ben Djedid, the first real promise of change has
In the 1984 Family Code,!? provisions are made that
in certain specific cases, to Initiate divorce
ntil this law was passed, only men could initiate
ngs. However, it is still impossible for a Muslim
 marry a non-Muslim.1®

change will not alter the situation of women in any
but it does provide a start. In the end, only real
f Algeria’s economy can be expected to provide
e bargaining chips they need to negotiate a better
mselves in Algeria’s male dominated society. Recent
{ia’s economic and social planning clearly indicate
ship is aware of necessary change. For the first
soncerned about population increases that are much
supported by existing resources. For the first time,
t is concerned about substantive changes in
cies that will clearly put needs ahead of ideological
‘They no longer care as much about socialistic
 want results that will make Algeria less dependent
es of agricultural products.’® Above all, they want
between the agricultural and the industrial sectors.
changes that should help women achieve a better
'a elves within Algeria’s society.
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