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"u y noted that after the defeat of Napoleon, the
had remarkably few international wars compared
~or the twentieth centuries. (This, of course, is
spective. China was peaceful and prosperous in
entury.) The more significant observation is that
century was filled with social upheaval and
‘many of these movements failed in the nineteenth
ed the way for the great social and political
twentieth century.

generally recognized in the study of Western
ttention is paid in general texts or courses to
hina in the nineteenth century that served as
for the Chinese Revolution of this century. The
r is to address that oversight.

of what anthropologist Anthony F. Wallace
jon movements" is useful in thinking about
olution. Wallace defines revitalization movements
e, conscious, organized efforts by members of a
a more satisfying culture. The revitalization
eral type of event occurs under two conditions:
jividual members of the society, and disillusionment
sultural Gestalt."! This phenomenon appears to be
in the human experience. It was especially
eenth century.

tory, rebellion is fairly common. In fact, it was
n the official ideology known as the Mandate of
ing) which sanctioned the overthrow of a corrupt,
petent ruler, usually ending the dynasty. The word
' Book of Mencius and meaning the "lifting of the
sodern Chinese word for revolution. According to
1y nasty was in trouble, certain events would occur
ate that the Mandate was about to be lifted and
wo main indications that the Mandate was about to
aatural disaster and social disorder. Both of these
in evidence in nineteenth century China.



The Qing dynasty was founded in 1644 and had a succ
capable regents and emperors until 1796. From 1681, when
Xi emperor put down the Three Feudatories (San Fan) ~:-
1796, when the White Lotus Rebellion broke out, C
relatively peaceful, prosperous and very much in control (
affairs. From 1796 to 1949, however, these conditi
completely reversed. ]

In examining the major uprising of nineteenth centt
this paper will briefly mention several uprisings, but will ¢
on the Taiping Rebellion, the Nien Rebellion, and th
Rebellion of Northwest China. All the rebellions that
headway were based on heterodoxy and were chilias
beginning. 4

The White Lotus Rebellion lasted from 1796 to 1804
over parts of five provinces. It was based on the
Buddhist teaching known as Maitreya Buddhism (Mi-le
White Lotus sect incorporated into its teachings the
Eternal Mother who would send the Maitreya to reign
faithful.? The rebellion was put down with great difficult
cost. It was a dark portent of more cataclysmic events.
the mid-nineteenth century. Yet another White -r:w
uprising known as the Eight Trigrams Rebellion n;
Beijing from 1811 to 1813.

The Taiping Rebellion was by far the most exte
violent and most costly of the nineteenth century re.b
basic outline of the story is known to all students of
What is amazing is that this great social upheaval whi
lives of as many people as World War I is virtually u
people in the West who consider themselves to be liber

The central figure in the Taiping Rebellion w
Fuoxiu.® He was a Hakka from a moderately well-to
lived just north of Guangzhou. Hong was able
Confucian Canon as a boy, and about 1828 he passed ti
examination and became an aspirant (tongsheng) to
degree.* Hong was forced to stop his full-time studi
sixteen and take a job as a village school teacher. This
from 1828 or 1830 to 1843.5 According to the Chinese
Siyu, he may have come under the influence of the schol
"who believed in the evolutionary theory of the three
the Gongyang interpretation of the Spring and Autumn
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ea in the Book of Rites."® That is to say, he
dy been inclined toward transcendental and
within the Chinese tradition. During that same
Hong attempted and failed the examination for the
 at least four times.”

ter failing the examination for a second time, Hong
s preaching on the street in Guangzhou and
em a set of pamphlets entitled Good Words to
ge which were translations of sections of the Bible
. Protestant missionary Robert Morrison.  Some
t Hong put the pamphlets away without examining
es state that he gave them a cursory examination
m away for a number of years.®

. the examination for the third time in 1837 and
his time he was so disappointed and exhausted that
id had to be carried back to his home village. There
trance or a coma-like state that he later claimed
forty days. It was during this period that he had
s in which he went up into heaven and saw an old
beard and a middle-aged man. There are several
of the visions ranging from the relatively simple
In an 1862 version of Hong’s mystical encounter,
fucius is arrested and whipped before God because
ve ruined the minds of a whole people.®

new energy and power after he recovered from his
..:'- , according to one of the later accounts (1854)
rgans e replaced with new ones while he was in
ippeared to be healthier; he was larger; he developed
presence. It was at this time (1837 or 1838) that he
ite title by which he is known in history, Xichuan.!?
‘of what happened during the next six years are
ong probably went on teaching in the village school,
took the examination a fourth time and failed again.
Deng Siyu, Hong’s failure of the examination was
'the "corruption of the examination, and was not
' reflection on his ability to compose the ‘eight-
12 At any rate, it was supposedly after this failure
jan tracts, on his shelf for six or seven years, were
attention by a friend who noticed them. Hong read
. The meaning of the vision now became clear: the
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stately old man with the beard was God; the middle-aged
Jesus Christ; Hong was the second son of God and th
brother of Jesus Christ. His (Hong’s) presence on eart
the Millennium had arrived. He had been sent by
restore the true religion to China and to throw out
and the corrupt Manchus.

It was at this time that Hong began publicly d
Confucius and smashing idols. He lost his job as a teache;
with his friend, Feng Yunshan, to Thistle Mountain in ne
Guangsi province. Things moved slowly for the next
Only a few hundred converts were made, mostly
persecuted Hakka. In 1847 Hong and his cousin, Hong R
to Guangzhou to study the Bible under the Tennessee i
Issachar J. Roberts.!® Hong probably studied with Robe:
or two months, then asked for baptism, but was refused
disagree as to why this was the case 14 Perhaps R
repulsed by Hong’s ideas. Hong and his cousin appare t]
each other and returned to Thistle Mountain. 4

During the next three years the two men made maj
to their God-worshipping society, as the heretical sect v
while transforming it into the revolutionary movement kn
Taiping Tian Guo (11 January 1851). Hong Xiuchuan o
Tian Wang, Heavenly King. Two of the most importar
made during the years 1847-1850 were Yang Xinging
Zhaogui. Both were of humble origin, the former a charg
the latter a woodcutter. Both fell into trances and
Yang became possessed by the Holy Ghost and became h
for God. Xiao became the spokesman for Jesus Christ.15
given the titles Eastern King and Western King re
Ultimately there were eight so-called kings (wang) in he
in addition to Hong.16 '

Taiping destruction of idols and temples appa
rebellion off. The accepted date for the beginning
rebellion is 1 January 1851. On that date the Taipi
defeated the local gentry-led militia in eastern Guangsi

setbacks) from 1851 to 1855. Instead of pursuingm
northward to Beijing, the Taiping leaders (Hong and
first established their own capital in Nan jing. This may
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e, for once settled in an Nanjing, they soon began
fighting. Three of the Wangs including Yang, the
'God, were killed along with perhaps as many as 30,000
lies and followers.l?7 A decadent Heavenly Kingdom fell
fan’s Hunan Army in 1864. Some sources hold that
jan committed suicide!® on 1 or 2 June 1864. Frederic
wever, states that he died of illness.1®

he Taipings started out as primitive, semi-Christian
they did not remain so for long. In the beginning,
gembership was between 30,000 and 100,000, they held
in common and observed a very strict moral code,
om opium, alcohol, tobacco, and sex. As the movement
mbers and especially after the Taipings settled in at
st of the early discipline disappeared. Private ownership
allowed, even protected, and most Qing administrative
ere left unchanged.?0

ilitary organization went through major changes in the
¢ nineteenth century in order to defeat not only the
| also the Nien and the Muslims. Qing military
dates back to 1601 when Nurhaci, organizer of the
vided his 1200 troops into four units of 300 men each.
‘each unit a different colored banner (yellow, white,
d). Fourteen years later as his numbers had greatly
3 divided the four banners to make eight. The new
assigned banners of the same four colors, but with
ad them. These then were the Eight Manchu Banners.
ng were defeated in 1644, there were eight Chinese and
banners organized out of the troops who had helped
All were cavalry units. It became apparent to the
hile fighting in south China that a large infantry was
srefore, the surrendered Ming army was organized under
and became known as the Green Standard. The Qing
@ this army in the eighteenth and early nineteenth
maintain order in the empire. Local militia corps
ere also sanctioned by the Qing government, but were
lled up during time of emergency. The Qing were quite
I or regional military organization.?!

more than a century of peace, the Banners and the Green
d become weak and lazy. Discriminated against by the
‘and low-paid, they were despised by the people upon
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whom they preyed as mercilessly as bandits. Lacking discig
imperial army simply refused to fight in the campaigns ag
Taipings and the Nien. Officers sent in reports claim
when they had not even engaged the enemy. They retreate
face of armies a fraction of their size.?? ;
In 1853 the Qing government reluctantly authorized fo
gentry leaders to organize local militia in ten provinces.
only Ceng Guofan was successful. His army was not organi
traditional local militia lines, for it was based on strong
leadership. The officers were mainly Hunan gentry, and
were Hunan peasants. Ceng personally directed his
campaign against the Taipings. Two of his generals be
in that action and later organized their own regional arm
Hongzhang and his Huai Army, with some help from Zuo .
and his Chu Army, ultimately (1868) defeated the Nien,
Zongtang and his Chu Army, made up of troops mainly fro
defeated the Muslims in Shaanxi and Gansu in 1874 a
Xinjiang in 1878. 4
Why the word nien came to be used for a bandit ga
name of a rebel movement remains unclear. Actually
Nien, the word was used to refer to military units wi
organization. Originally the word nien meant a twist of 0
that was lighted and used in a so-called "dragon dance
also means "to knead" or "to pinch" as in making bread.
holds that the Nien "kneaded" their people together in |
could disperse quickly when let g0.2® The first refere
Nienfei (bandits) was in 1797.26 They were a branch of
Lotus movement, but continued to be isolated minor band
mid-nineteenth century. They were mainly located in fl
area--that is, in the provinces of Anhui, Henan, Shandon
and Zhili between the Huai and Yellow Rivers.27 '-
During the late 1840s and early 1850s, they w
numerous groups such as the salt smugglers of the
bandit groups, and secret societies. By this time they ha
of  their chiliastic religious motivation and were mai
political outlaw bands. They did continue some of
practices, and their chief leader took the rather gr
title, Da Han Mengzhu, Leader of the League of th
They were definitely anti-Manchu and refused to
foreheads, an outward sign of their rebellious character.2®
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quarters was located in the area just north of the
This was an area hit hard by the drought and flooding
in the 1850s. The Nien gained followers mainly by
hungry. To find food they looted Shandong and
igsu which had not been hard hit by natural disaster
aiping Rebellion touched them.??

lls and cavalry were the two main aspects of Nien
ization.3® Earth walls were erected around villages
n almost impregnable. The villages also cooperated so
ere being attacked, forces from the others could come
e enemy from the flank and the rear. Nien defense
e summed up in the traditional Chinese expression,
e wall and cleaning up the fields."S! The Nien were
led by the fact that the plundering government troops
s "death foes" by the civilian populace.®? When the
a city, they wusually left the c1v111an inhabitants
gleased prisoners and executed of ficials.®

the Nien possessed twenty thousand horses, they could
lunder eight provinces with a large and effective
lusiveness was the main characteristic of the Nien
from the government’s point of view, the main
tween them and the Taipings.3%

" the Nien leaders held no degree, but many lower
conquered areas joined them. They apparently were
tty degrees who had little chance of advancement under
t saw the Nien as a short cut to higher status.3®
ors gave the title "Lord of the Alliance" to the Nien
eveloped an impressive ceremony for him. They also
ations for the government and attempted to establish a
ization similar to the Manchu Banner system.37

nale peasants were the major source of Nien power.
n government forces also joined the Nien, and captives
ndered areas sometimes joined the cause. 3  The Nien
~win over clan leaders, for they often brought the
village into the organization.®®

n defeated the Qing forces sent against them for about
In the 1850s and early 1860s, government troops made
arted efforts against the Nien, but after the defeat of
n 1864 they made an all-out assault. Senggolinchin, a
med Mongol prince and commander of Qing imperial
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forces, led the attack. He was trapped and killed in 1865.4
Guofan was defeated, though not captured, by tactics similz
those used against Senggolinchin, and the criticism that resu
forced the man who had defeated the Taiping to resign his
command.*! 4

Ceng was replaced by his protege, Li Hongzhang, w
Huai Army mounted a determined and well-organized ¢
against the Nien. Li defeated the Nien by cutting them o
they were looting in Shandong and Giangsu.*? Meanwhile,
adopted some of the Nien’s own tactics and granted pardol
net that had been established around the Nien was grad

the Grand Canal and the Yellow River meet. There the las
Nien forces were defeated in 1868.44 I

The policy that defeated the Nien was not really a L‘
the Qing government. It was the defeat of one regional arn
another regional army. It did not indicate the recovery of
dynasty. If anything, it indicated the contrary. The Huai
not disbanded, as the Hunan Army had been, and continue
major force in North China.4® Further, the defeat of th
brought no change in Qing economic or political policy.
conditions that had given rise to the Nien remained unc
as Siang-tseh Chiang has stated, "The rise, thirty years I
Boxers, another branch of the White Lotus, in the old N
the borders of Anhwei, Shntung, Kiangsu, and Honan, t
eloquently to this fact."48

The Muslim rebellion of Northwest China which I
1862 to 1878 was primarily the rebellion of an oppresse
The Muslims were neither trying to overthrow the Qin
them with a Muslim dynasty nor were they trying to
old dynasty. They seemed to have been fighting si
themselves from the Han Chinese and to return to th
ante bellum. For others it was a Muslim nationalist or ins
movement. There were, in effect, two different rebelh
were two different types of Muslims in Northwest C i
were the Han Hui or Chinese muslims and the Chan Hui
wearing" Muslims who were Uygurs.*” The Han Hui Wi
mainly in Shaanxi and Gansu, and the Uygurs lived in Xi

The Muslim rebellion began in Shaanxi and spread to
Xinjiang. It apparently was bloodiest in Gansu where, ac
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3 account, "the population was reduced from
1,000,000. "43 The rebellion began after the local
[uslim and non-Muslim, was called up in 1862 in the
ing attack on Shaanxi. The Taiping attack amounted
t soon the Chinese and the Muslim militiamen were

2 of the Muslim rebellion that came closest to
revitalization movement (as defined by Wallace) was
fi- the so-called "New Sect" Muslims in the late 1860s.
' Muslims were nationalists led by Ma Hualong who
st up a Muslim state in Xinjiang and Gasu and
end it across North China and Mongolia.#® Ma’s
3 at Jinjibao in what is now the Ningxia Hui
gion. The campaign against Jinjibao lasted sixteen
8 September 1869 to 6 January 1871 when Ma
" Ma, his son, and eighty of his officials were
March 1871,51 and the "New Sect" was forbidden.5?
Muslims in Shaanxi and Gansu were finally suppressed
73 when the last stronghold was taken. -
m rebels in Shaanxi and Gasu had been defeated by a
al army led by Zuo Zongtang, another of Ceng
ges, but a large area in Xinjian remained under
| in late 1873. Since the beginning of the Qing
ng had been a colony reserved for the Manchus.
had been unable to suppress the Muslim rebels, but
vernment was reluctant to turn the matter over to a
. The Manchu government ultimately recognized its
and on 3 May 1875, Zuo Zongtang was appointed
1 charge of military affairs in Xinjiang. This marked
ijiang as a Manchu preserve.5* It took Zuo three
ss the last of the Muslim rebels. Xinjiang gained
s on 16 October 1885.5% It is today the Xinjiang
1ous Region.
: seen, the Muslims were defeated as the Taiping and
een, but their defeat, as had been the case with the
faiping and the Nien, was no great victory for the
All three of these great rebellions had been put down
mies commanded by Chinese generals. The Qing
control in the areas once held by the rebellions and
rolled by regional armies.
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The last great rebellion to occur in nineteenth
was, of course, the Boxer (Yi Hechuan) rebellion. Most
have heard of this uprising since it was directed against |
devils and not the Manchu dynasty. The Boxers wer
reluctant supporters of the Qing. They adopted the slog
the Qing, destroy the Foreigner" only after the first
their cause in 1899. "Throughout they manifested a Stro
of the ability of the officials to repel foreign interfere
and, at heart, they were always more ‘anti’ than ‘pro’
government,"%6

The Boxers of 1898-99 were a branch of White Lotus
and regarded themselves as members of a much earlier |
and as heirs of the Nien as well.5” Their religious be
drawn from Buddhism, Taoism, and the "folk" deities of
as Guan Di from the San Guo. They believed they ¢
themselves impervious to bullets and swords by perform
rituals including boxing (lianchuan.).5® ]

The Boxers were, I believe, a classic example of
religious revitalization movement. Though the causes
troubles were many, the Boxers believed that all China’s
be cured if the foreign devils and Christianity could be
of China once and for all. They believed deeply in
regarded as the traditional and true religion of China.
then, the Millennium would arrive when Christianity
banned and Chinese religion revitalized and re-
universally. The Christian devils had built their
buildings, and their railroads without regard for feng sh
invited the wrath of the departed spirits and of Heave
proper respect for the earth, for the departed, and for He
been re-established, floods, drought, and pestilence would ¢

Boxer converts were often quite young, and many we
soldiers. To save money, the government had greatly rei
size of the army, and there were literally hundreds of
soldiers roaming about looking for work and living as
could off the 1and.®® To many of them, the Boxer doctr:
sense. The Boxers had ambivalent and even contradictor;
toward women. Unlike most earlier White Lotus sects,
did not admit women to the sect proper, and they regard
as unclean. They did allow and even encouraged the devel
companion women’s organizations, the Hong Deng Zha
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irls between the ages of twelve and eighteen and the
y or Green Lanterns for widows.®! Apparently there
ation for married women. Unlike the men, the women
leader.52 The purpose of the women’s groups was
me as that of the Boxers: to kill or drive out the

e and outcome of the Boxer Rebellion are well known.
rnment gave its approval to the heterodox Boxers and
ing; hundreds of Chinese Christian converts and a
astern missionaries were killed; the legations were
ifty-five days; and finally the foreign troops (the
d Northeast China and Beijing, restored order and saw
pxers were punished.

Qing dynasty would embrace the heterodox Boxer sect
ther indication of how desperate it had become. The
st control of China. Its power had been eroded by
atics, regional armies, and the ever-present and
sisner. The Chinese dynasty that collapsed in 1912
in the face of unceasing conflict. The nineteenth
ons were not successful, but they laid open the way
entury revolution which was.
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