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State Information

= Georgia Government
o 159 county governments

o 180 school systems
o Over 400 Cities

= Dillon’s Rule
= Home rule
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State Constitution

= Current Constitution
o Ratified in 1982 and implemented in 1983

o New provisions to Constitution
= Consolidate expansive court system
= Greater implementation of home rule




Executive Branch

= Governor
a Role
o Qualifications
o Terms

= Lt. Governor
a Role
o Qualifications

= Plural Executive
o Implications




Legislative Branch

= Georgia General Assembly
o Bicameral
o All serve 2 year terms

o Part-time legislature
= 40 working days
= Salary
= Implications




Legislative Branch
= Senate

2 56 members
o Qualifications
o Powers

= House
o 180 members

o Qualifications
o Powers




Legislative Branch

= Important Role of State Legislature
o Drawing Federal Congressional Districts



http://www.atlantalivenews.org/

Judicial Branch

= Classes of courts
o Limited Jurisdiction
= Magistrate, Probate, State, Juvenile, Municipal
o General Jurisdiction
= Superior

o Appellate Jurisdiction
= Court of Appeals, Supreme Court

= Selection of State Judges
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MuNiciPAL COURT' | | MAGISTRATE COURT | | PROBATE COURT | |JUVENILE COURT || STATE COURT
370 courts, 159 courts, 159 courts, 159 judges. ) j j
350 judges active. 159 chicf magistrates; RIS J y ::3 ::::;‘: %Sd'ud.gu 72 courts, 118 judges.
isdicti imited): 354 magistrates. J umdmfan ( I"f'm‘(d)." Jucess Jurisdiction (limited)
Jurisdiction (limited): i « Exclusive jurisdiction SNy
* Ordinance violations; Jurisdiction (limited): in probate of wills, Jurisdiction (limired): * Civil law actions except
criminal preliminaries; o Searelland dvaet ak administration of * Deprived, unruly, cases within the exclu-
waffic. rants, felony and misde- estates, appointment delinquent juveniles, sive jurisdiction of
*A small number of special meanor preliminaries, of guardians, invol 2) N il fﬂmc- superior court,
courss, authorized by the county ordinances, tary hospitalizations, No jury srials » Misdemeanors, traffic,
Grorgia Constitution, have * Civil claims of $15,000 marriage licenses. felony preliminaries.
limited civil or criminal or less, dispossessorics, * Traffic in some coun- Jury trials,
Jurisdiction throughout & distress warrants. ties,
designated county. No jury trials.
v
SUPERIOR COURT
49 circuits, 202 judges.
Jurisdiction (general):
» | * Civil law actions, misdemeanors, and other
cases.
* Exclusive jurisdiction over cases of divorce,
title to land, equity.
* Exclusive felony jurisdiction.
Y Jury trials, \i Y
Counties with population over +
96,000 where probate judge is COURT OF APPEALS
MR SR g s 12 judges (4 divisions).
Zv’;n”y;zm Jurisdiction: Y
Appellate jurisdiction over trial courts in cases in ? g
which Supreme Court has no exclusive appellate C“P"‘.] &30"“’:
> | jurisdiction. Constitutional issues.
Title to land.
+ Wills, equity, and divorce.
SUPREME COURT
7 justices.
Jurisdiction:
+ Appellate jurisdiction over cases of constitu-
tional issue, title to land, validity of and con-
> struction of wills, habeas corpus, dinary |
remedies, convictions of capital felonies, equi-
ty, divorce, alimony, election contests.
* Certified questions and certiorari from Court
of Appeals.

As of July 2007.
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