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Scholastic Honors Convocation 2013

Processional Music - “Pavan Academia” (K. S. Hansen) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legacy Horn Quartet

Master of Ceremonies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Kristen Hansen, Chair Scholastic Honors Committee

Welcome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Timothy S. Mescon, Columbus State University President

 Mr. Benjamin Long, Student Government President

Presentation of Honor Stoles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Cindy Ticknor, Honors Program Director

Recognition of Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Gina L. Sheeks,

 Vice President for Student Affairs & Enrollment Management

Recognition of Columbus State University Honor Societies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Kristen Hansen

Recognition of Faculty Emeriti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Timothy S. Mescon

Awards

College of the Arts
Department of Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Studio Art Award
 Art Education Undergraduate Award
 Art Education Graduate Award
 Art History Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Joe Sanders

Department of Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Communication Award
Presented by Professor & Chair Danna Gibson

Schwob School of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Music Award
 The Presser Scholar

Presented by Professor & Interim Chair Rex Whiddon

Department of Theatre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Theatre Arts Award
 Theatre Arts Design and Technical Award
 Theatre Arts Performance Award
 Theatre Arts Education Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Larry Dooley

D. Abbott Turner College of Business and Computer Science
Department of Accounting & Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Accounting Award
 Finance Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Michael Daniels

Department of Management & Marketing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Management Award
 Marketing Award
 Management Information Systems Award
 Master of Business Administration Award
 Master of Science in Organizational Leadership Award
 Web MBA Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Neal Thomson

TSYS School of Computer Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Computer Science Award
 Applied Computer Science Award
 Games Computer Science Award
 Applied Computer Science, M.S. Award
 Information Technology Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Wayne Summers

Student Honorees
Angela Adams*
Touhid Ahmed
Michael Anderson
Michael Anselm*
Azmathunnissa Azeem
Georgia Beard-White*
Joshua Benson
Latorria Brown*
Tracy Bruce
Charlotte Bush
Tiffany Butterfield*
Jessica Canedo*
Charles Cantrell
Hannah Carey
William Carson*
Karissa Castillo
Gerald Chichester
Filip Cojbasic
Pablo Colon*
Jessica Cooper
Mandy Cranney
Erica Crumley*
William Cunningham
Nicole DeVries*
Katrina Donald*
Kevan Dorsey*
Elizabeth Dreelin
Courtney Duncan*
Stephanie Earle

Zachary Edwards
Darien Ellis
James S. English, III
Adesikemi Ewedemi*
Amberly Fahnestock
Melissa Fellrath*
Keandra Ferguson*
Meagan Fountain*
Katherine Garzone
Brian Gibson
Melanie Gober*
Tracy Greenfield
Ashlee Griffin*
Lindsey Groenewald*
Kelli Guest
Amy Guilmette*
Sarah Harden
Kate Hargrove
Shelbie Harris
Stanley Hayes
Hayley Henderson
Shayla Hewitt
David Hicks
Hailey Hinson*
Allison Honea
Bolivia Hurtado De 
Mendoza
Emily Husted
Jonathan Johnson*

Nancy Johnson-Barnett
Sierra Johnson*
Jacob Jones*
Raymond Jones
Christina Kleehammer
Cheryl Kolb
Raeann Kraft*
Rachael Lambert*
Candice Lawrence*
Benjamin Lee
LaQuarius Lesley*
Elizabeth Lockhart
Benjamin Long
Milton Love*
Mary Lyons*
Ray Malmgren
Rachel Massey
Katelin Masterson
Lindsey Mathis
Kimberly McAfee*
Tammy McBee*
Stacey McClellan
Rachel McDaniel*
Andrew McNeal*
Ronald Meares
Taylor Meek
Marissa Merrell
Kristen Meyers
Brooke Mobley*

Derrick Mobley*
David Mojica-Cruz*
Brianne Moody
Ntumba Muyima
Martha Newell
Tammy Newman
Michelle Obert
Donald Osborne
Claire Oshinowo
Karen Ouzts
Stevan Parks*
Rosa Patterson*
Matthew Perry
Richard Pike
Hurston Pittman
Shoko Porter*
Pamela Preer*
Jennifer Prophitt
Luiza Ramirez
Emily Randall
Danny Redding
Matt Redmond
Joanna Roberts
Joseph Roberts*
Matthew Robinson
Carrie Rodgers*
Ashly Rodriguez*
Marcus Sands*
Lindsey Schmidt*

Cedric Searcy
Grace Sechelski
Chelsea Severin
Malinda Shamburger*
Carrie Sharitt*
Laura Shirley
Shannon Smallman
Brandon Smith
Yuka Styron*
Johan Swanepoel*
Carlos Thomas
Jessica Todd
Jasmine Usher*
Michael Van Bibber
Carlos Velazquez
Hannah Vongsavang*
Huirui Washington
Carolin Weikard*
Jennifer White
Edward Williams*
Shannon Wilson*
Amanda Woodruff*
Samantha Worthy
Shameika Worthy
Sydney Worthy
Caleb Zuiderveen

* Denotes Who’s Who 
Recipients

Faculty Honorees

Dr. Clinton Barineau
Dr. Jennifer Brown
Dr. Jan Burcham
Dr. Kevin Burgess
Dr. Kyle Christensen
Dr. Rose Danek
Dr. Kimberly Gill

Dr. Kirk Heriot
Dr. Johnny Ho
Dr. Barbara Hunt
Dr. Barbara Johnston
Dr. Paulina Kuforiji
Ms. Michele McCrillis
Dr. Frank Mixon

Dr. Nick Norwood
Dr. Edward O’Donnell
Dr. Brian Schwartz
Mr. Sergiu Schwartz
Dr. Gary Shouppe
Dr. Wayne Summers
Dr. Bonita Williams 

Dr. Michael Baltimore
Dr. John Davis
Dr. Bill Edwards
Dr. Yvonne Ellis
Dr. Mary Beth Hendricks
Dr. Youngrak Park

Dr. Renjin Tu
Mr. Orion Wertz
Mr. Robert Lindsey
Ms. Rachael Lambert
Ms. Angelin Shajan

2012-2013 Scholastic Honors Committee 
Dr. Kristen Hansen, Chair

2012-2013 Faculty Emeriti
Dr. Jacqueline Konan
Dr. Rochelle Ripple

Ms. Dejanae Banks
Ms. Anne Brown
Ms. Collins Brown
Ms. Marie Grandison

Ms. Bree Legere
Ms. Shirley McCain
Ms. Linda Nerness
Ms. Ginny Rae Turner

Ushers/Programs/Awards 
Table- Student Affairs



FACULTY CUP
2013 FINALISTS

Charlotte Bush
Charlotte Bush, graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in Health Science, has been active in her campus presence at Columbus 
State University and in the wider community. Aspiring to teach in the field of Health Science or Biology in higher education, she has 
served as a paramedic and training officer to paramedics. She has served on campus as a tutor in health science and, through Eta 
Sigma Gamma, has been instrumental in organizing blood drives and a health expo. She has also been recognized for her leadership 
and active support as a military spouse with the Shield of Sparta award. This intense level of commitment is reflected not only in 
several volunteer work efforts she has led and supported, such as leading Family Readiness Groups, but also by her encouragement 
to other military spouses to enroll and complete their college education. Mrs. Bush‘s advocacy for others and her dedication to her 
field have earned the support of her mentors in the Health Sciences.

Hayley Henderson
Hayley Henderson, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication, has garnered recognition for her speaking abilities 
at several national and regional competitions and has performed as a speaker at the Library of Congress in Washington, D. C. 
Her interest in media and broadcasting is reflected in her work with the Department of Communication’s Non-Profit and Civic 
Engagement Center. She combined an interest in community service with her academic work in the project she developed for the 
March of Dimes, focusing on raising awareness of the organization among college students. Ms. Henderson has also participated 
in the Servant Leadership program at Columbus State University, and as an ambassador in the marketing campaign “CSU: My First 
Choice.”. Her mentors have noted both her academically rigorous drive and her willingness to serve the campus community and 
beyond.

Benjamin Long
Benjamin Long will graduate this semester with a Bachelor of Science in Biology. His academic achievements are rigorous, including 
the accolade of a regular membership in Beta Beta Beta, as well as early admission to Mercer University’s School of Medicine from a 
select pool of applicants. His great interest in community service is reflected on campus in his participation in the Servant Leadership 
Program at Columbus State University and in his role as Student Government President. Serving as a mentor in the Sophomore Year 
Experience program, Mr. Long balances this campus service with hours as a volunteer in the emergency room at Columbus Regional 
Hospital, and as a medical missionary to Mexico. His mentors note his enthusiasm for serving others, paired with impeccable 
academic work, as epitomizing the university’s values of inclusion, servant leadership, and creativity.  

College of Education and Health Professions
Department of Counseling, Foundations and Leadership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . School Counseling, M.Ed. Award
 School Counseling, Ed.S. Award
 Community Counseling, M.S. Award
 Educational Leadership, M.Ed. Award
 Educational Leadership, Ed.S. Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Thomas McCormack

Department of Teacher Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Early Childhood Education Undergraduate Award
 Early Childhood Education Graduate Award
 Middle Grades Education Undergraduate Award
 Middle Grades Education Graduate Award
 English Education Undergraduate Award
 English Education Graduate Award
 Spanish Education Undergraduate Award
 Mathematics Education Undergraduate Award
 Mathematics Education Graduate Award
 Science Education Undergraduate Award
 Science Education Graduate Award
 Social Science Education Undergraduate Award
 Social Science Education Graduate Award
 Special Education Undergraduate Award
 Special Education Graduate Award
 School Library Media Graduate Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Deirdre Greer

Department of Health, Physical Education and Exercise Science . . . . . . .Health and Physical Education Undergraduate Award
 M. A. T. and M.Ed Health and Physical Education Awards
 Exercise Science Undergraduate Award
 Health Science Undergraduate Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Tara Underwood

School of Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nursing B.S.N. Award
 Nursing R.N.-B.S.N. Award
 Nursing - M.S.N. Award

Presented by Professor & Director Sheri Noviello

College of Letters and Sciences
Department of Criminal Justice and Sociology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Criminal Justice Award
 Sociology Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Michael Bailey

Department of English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . English Literature Award
 Creative Writing Award
 English Professional Writing Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Carmen Skaggs

Department of History and Geography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .History Award
Presented by Professor & Chair Gary Sprayberry

Department of Modern & Classical Languages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . French Award
 Spanish Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Pedro Maligo

Department of Political Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Political Science Award
 Mario Mion Scholarship Award
 Master of Public Administration Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Tom Dolan



Department of Biology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cellular and Molecular Biology Award
 Organismic Biology Award
 Ecological and Evolutionary Biology Award
 George Stanton Biology Award
 Biology Education Award

Presented by Professor And Chair Julie Ballenger

Department of Chemistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Principles of Chemistry Award
 Outstanding Chemistry Major Award
 Excellence in Research - Chemistry Award
 Presented by Professor & Chair Floyd Jackson

Department of Earth and Space Sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Geology Award
 Physics Award
 Engineering Award

Presented by Professor & Chair William Frazier

 Environmental Science Award
Presented by Professor & Director Warren Church

Department of Mathematics and Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mathematics Award
Presented by Professor & Chair Minh Nguyen

Department of Psychology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psychology Award 
 Presented by Professor & Chair Mark Schmidt

University Awards
*Faculty Service Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Tom Hackett, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Dr. Pat McHenry, 2012 Faculty Service Award Recipient
*Faculty Research and Scholarship Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tom Hackett
USG Regents Teaching Excellence Award . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Susan Hrach, Director, Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning
USG Regents Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Award

Chappell Graduate Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tom Hackett
Phi Kappa Phi Senior Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Gina L. Sheeks
 2012-2013 President, Phi Kappa Phi
Academic Recognition Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tom Hackett
*Educator of the Year Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Michaela Teasley, Vice President of Scholastic Affairs, SGA
 Dr. Anil Banerjee, 2012 Educator of the Year
*Faculty Cup Award. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Pat Hogan
 2012-2013 Chair of Faculty Senate
Recessional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tom Dolan, Faculty Marshal
Recessional Music - Prelude and Fugue in B Minor (J. S. Bach) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legacy Horn Quartet

Reception will follow in The Schuster Student Success Center Lobby
*Monetary awards provided by Columbus Bank & Trust Company,

The Columbus State University Foundation and Student Government Association
Plaques provided by Student Government Association

Reception courtesy of Student Government Association

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
2013 FINALISTS

Dr. Rose Danek
Dr. Rose Danek joined the Faculty of Columbus State University in 2012, and is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Psychology. Dr. Danek received her Bachelor’s degree from Arizona State University, Master’s degree from Pennsylvania State 
University, and her Doctorate of Philosophy in Psychology from the University of Iowa. Dr. Danek began her teaching career as an 
instructor at University of Iowa in 2008, followed by two years as a Visiting Assistant Professor of Psychology at Illinois Wesleyan 
University. Her research has focused on cognitive psychology, including the use of environmental information in decision-making, 
visual attention and the role of correlational and incidental learning in information processing. She has co-authored six articles in 
major psychology journals. 

Dr. Kyle Christensen
Dr. Kyle Christensen joined the Faculty of Columbus State University in 2009, and is currently an Assistant Professor of Political 
Science and Public Administration in the Department of Political Science. He is also the Director of the Social Research Center, which 
assists both faculty and students with their various research projects.  Dr. Christensen received his Bachelor’s degree from Mercer 
University in 2004, and his Master’s degree (2007) and his Doctorate in Political Science (2010) from West Virginia University. His 
research interests include foreign policy analysis and comparative political behavior, and he has published his research in quality 
peer-reviewed journals. Dr. Christensen was instrumental in the launch of Momentum, Columbus State University’s research journal. 
He has served as the Faculty Advisor to Columbus State University’s chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha and the International Relations Club.  

Dr. Clinton Barineau
Dr. Clinton Barineau joined the Faculty of Columbus State University in 2007, and is currently an Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
and Geology in the Department of Earth and Space Sciences.  Prior to coming to Columbus State University, Dr. Barineau taught 
at Valdosta State University (2001-2005). He earned his Ph.D. in Geology from Florida State University in 2009. His research has 
focused on the geologic evolution of the southern Appalachian Mountains and eastern North America, and his research results 
have been presented at national and regional meetings of the Geological Society of America. Dr. Barineau played a key role in the 
creation of the Earth and Space Sciences degree program, and has taught a wide variety of courses including Natural Disasters, 
Mineralogy, Igneous and Metamorphic Geology, Structural Geology and Geophysics-Tectonics.   



WILLIAM “BILL” CHAPPELL GRADUATE FACULTY AWARD 2013 NOMINEES

Dr. Jan G. Burcham, Professor of Early Childhood Education
Dr. Burcham holds the Fletcher Distinguished Chair of Teacher Education, and serves as Program Coordinator for the new M.Ed. 
in Teacher Leadership. Dr. Burcham mentors graduate students through teaching and advisement as well as supervising students’ 
Specialist Research Projects and dissertations. She engages students in research through course assignments, through graduate 
assistantships, and through presentations at national conferences. She serves as the Editor of the COEHP journal, Perspectives in 
Learning, where students are encouraged to publish their work. Dr. Burcham uses research-based techniques to model the methods 
she is teaching. She also directs the award winning program, Summer Spectacular, where graduate students have the opportunity 
to engage in research, observe model teaching, and learn new techniques. Her scholarship, which includes multiple peer-reviewed 
journal publications and two books, centers around improving teaching and learning using constructivist theoretical principles. Dr. 
Bucham also serves on numerous committees that relate to graduate programs, and serves in the community through work with area 
schools and volunteering.

Dr. Kimberly Gill, Assistant Professor of Political Science
Dr. Gill serves as the Director of the Public Administration Program, the Director of the PA Government Administration track, and 
the Director of the PA Justice Systems Administration track at CSU. In her capacity as MPA Director and as an Assistant Professor, 
she has served as the advisor to the Pre-Law Organization and Public Heroes group, as well as on numerous committees for the 
department, the college and the university. Currently, she is Chair Elect of the Graduate Council, Graduate Council representative on 
the Strategic Planning Commission, and a member of the Intellectual Properties Committee. She serves the community as a Mediator 
for the Third Judicial District of Georgia, Volunteer Arbitrator for the Better Business Bureau, Court Appointed Special Advocate, ALM 
Special Liaison to Fort Benning, and Volunteer Arbitrator for the UGA Georgia Land Use Annexation Council. She has participated 
in the Quality Matters Program, revised the comprehensive exam, created the Capstone Course, and implemented the use of student 
portfolios to better assess student mastery of the core concepts and to provide the students with an example of their professional and 
academic abilities. She was awarded an Outstanding Teacher of Writing Award in 2012.

Dr. Kirk Heriot, Associate Professor of Management
Dr. Heriot joined the faculty at CSU in 2006 as the Crowley Endowed Chair of Entrepreneurship and teaches in both the traditional 
MBA program and the Georgia Web MBA program. In 2011-2012, he served as the Director of Graduate Business Programs for the 
College of Business. During this time, the college modified their learning goals and changed the curriculum in the MBA program 
to reflect changes in the external business environment. He has served as the Course Lead for Entrepreneurship within the Georgia 
Web MBA program since August 2011, coordinating the efforts of Faculty at six member institutions. Dr. Heriot engages students in 
both the practical and the intellectual considerations in his courses based upon his 35 peer-reviewed journal articles and his career 
in industry and the military. In addition to his work in the graduate business programs, Dr. Heriot’s undergraduate students were 
recognized for their efforts working with over 600 elementary age children as part of Junior Achievement. In addition, students in 
his Small Business Management class have provided over 150 free consulting projects for small businesses in Muscogee County and 
the surrounding region since 2006.

FACULTY SERVICE AWARD
2013 NOMINEES

Dr. Barbara Hunt, Professor of English (Retired)
Dr. Hunt was a full-time Faculty member at CSU from 1975-2012, serving as Interim Associate Dean of University College from 
1997-2000, Director of the CSU Honors Program from 1997-2006, and Chair of the Department of English from 2001-2012. Many 
of her service projects to the university have been in the form of communicating information to students or faculty via websites or 
podcasts, most notably the Advising Handbook website, a 13-minute advisor’s training podcast, a website for College of Letters and 
Sciences Faculty to consult concerning procedures to report plagiarism, and a website centralizing information regarding student 
appeals . 

Professor Michele McCrillis, Associate Professor of Art History 
Professor McCrillis works with CSU’s Friends of Art to promote and support the activities of the Department of Art and has been 
nominated this year by the College for the Arts for the Faculty Service Award in recognition of her outreach to community supporters. 
By educating the public through art talks, events, workshops and art trips, she has promoted the students, faculty, college and 
university while fostering a growing appreciation for the visual arts and art history in our region.  This has led to considerable 
growth in private funding for scholarships, study abroad, visiting artists and scholars, exhibitions, and faculty development for the 
Department of Art. In 2011, Professor McCrillis and Professor Hannah Israel developed and launched a new “CSU in Italy” study 
abroad program, and led students to Florence and Venice for four weeks that summer.

Dr. Brian Schwartz, Professor of Biology
Dr. Schwartz is a professor and currently serves as Assistant Chair in the Department of Biology. Since joining the CSU faculty in 
1996, Dr. Schwartz has been active on the Faculty Senate and on task forces related to shared governance, business intelligence, 
and implementation of a web-based advising and degree audit system. He serves on the General Education Committee, and in 2007, 
he served as Vice-Chair of the task force that formulated CSU’s Quality Enhancement Plan (Writing the Solution). He also served on 
the advisory committee that oversaw its early implementation. Dr. Schwartz currently serves as co-adviser of the Tri-Beta Biology 
Club and as secretary of CSU’s Chapter of Phi Kappa Phi. In the community, he has served for many years as a judge in the Regional 
Science Fair and as an event supervisor for the Science Olympiad. He recently joined the governing board of the Muscogee County 
Genealogical Society, and was a long-time member of the governing board of the Genetics Society of Georgia, serving one term as 
its president.

Dr. Gary Shouppe, Associate Professor of Counseling, Foundations and Leadership
Dr. Shouppe was nominated for the Faculty Service Award both for his leadership in integrating technology into the classroom and 
for freely sharing this knowledge with fellow Faculty members. He was instrumental in developing the first fully online Master’s 
degree in Educational Leadership for CSU, and has recently led his department into developing and implementing the Specialist in 
Educational Leadership Program transition from face to face to a fully online environment. Through his peer coaching, he has had 
a positive influence on the shape and quality of a vast number of his peers’ online courses here at CSU. As Chair of the Distance 
Learning Committee, he has led the effort to develop and create the first policy recommendations for CSU’s Distance Learning 
courses and online instruction.

Dr. Wayne Summers, Professor of Computer Science
Dr. Summers currently serves as the Department Chair in the TSYS School of Computer Science. He has been actively involved in 
providing service to the computer science and technology communities on regional, national, and international levels. He served 
eleven years as a Course Director for the National Science Foundation’s Chautauqua Program at University of Dayton, conducting 
workshops for nearly 500 Faculty from across the United States, including a workshop on Computer Security sponsored by the 
National Security Agency. He has served as the external examiner for several universities in Malaysia and the United States. Dr. 
Summers served for four years in the Peace Corps as a Math-Science Secondary School Teacher in a rural community in Malaysia 
on the island of Borneo. His involvement with the local K-12 schools through Broadening Participation in Computing initiatives, 
Summer Camps, and First Lego League competitions continues his active involvement working with K-12 students, teachers, and 
schools. Dr. Summers and his students have received recognition for bringing the Internet to every classroom in over ten schools in 
rural New Mexico.



FACULTY RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
2013 NOMINEES

Dr. Jennifer L. Brown, Assistant Professor of Education Foundation
Within the last two years, Dr. Brown has published her research in six articles within a variety of regional and national publications 
and presented at four regional and national conferences.  She has acquired two externally funded grants to support professional 
development of high school mathematics teachers through the Columbus Regional Mathematics Collaborative.  Her third grant 
application to examine the relationship between the Seven Principles for Good Practice in Undergraduate Education, academic 
integration, subsequent institutional commitment, student performance, and student retention among 15 commuter institutions 
within the University System of Georgia is pending with Institute of Education Sciences.  As a hallmark of her research agenda, Dr. 
Brown has developed a freshman orientation survey that is administered to all incoming freshmen within the College of Education 
and Health Professions during summer orientation. This survey data is merged with institutional research data to examine retention 
trends and variable relationships among undergraduate students in the College.

Dr. Kevin S. Burgess, Associate Professor of Biology
Since arriving at CSU, Dr. Burgess has published eight peer-reviewed journal articles in high-impact, international journals. He has 
established a vigorous research program in pure and applied Ecological Genetics, mentoring seven graduate research theses and 
15 undergraduate research projects. He has presented at more than 10 international and regional meetings and has given invited 
seminars at UGA, Emory, NGCSU, GSU and Auburn University. He has written and received numerous internal and external grants 
to fund his research program and serves as a reviewer for 11 international journals. His involvement in cutting edge research on DNA 
barcoding has received local, national and international media attention as well as being featured on the Board of Regents website. 
Dr. Burgess strives to involve his graduate, honors and undergraduate research students in all aspects of scholarship including writing 
and receiving grants, data analysis and publishing, conference presentations, teaching and mentoring.

Dr. Johnny Ho, Professor of Operations Management
During the past five years, Dr. Ho has published 18 articles in top journals, such as Mathematical and Computer Modeling (Elsevier), 
Computers & Operations Research (Elsevier), OMEGA – The International Journal of Management Science (Elsevier), Computers & 
Industrial Engineering (Elsevier), and International Journal of Production Research (Taylor & Francis). In 2011, he received the Annual 
Best Paper Award from the Chinese Institute of Industrial Engineers. This award is given annually to the best paper among all those 
appearing in the Journal of the Chinese Institute of Industrial Engineers in a given year. He also accepted the Best Paper in Conference 
Award at the Southeast INFORMS Annual Conference held on October 1-3, 2008. His research has been cited 385 times since 2008 
(799 times overall) according to Google Scholar.

Dr. Barbara J. Johnston, Assistant Professor of Art History
Dr. Johnston specializes in European art and architecture of the Renaissance and Baroque eras. Her current research focuses on the 
religious and political complexities inherent in the Vie de la Magdalene, a French Renaissance manuscript depicting the life of Mary 
Magdalene that was created for Louise of Savoy, mother of French king Francis I. Dr. Johnston has presented papers on this topic at 
professional conferences including the annual meetings of the Renaissance Society of America in Venice in 2010 and in San Diego in 
2013.  Her article, “The Magdalene and ‘Madame’: Piety, Politics, and Personal Agenda in Louise of Savoy’s Vie de la Magdalene,” is 
featured as a chapter in Mary Magdalene: Iconographic Studies from the Middle Ages through the Baroque, an anthology published 
in 2012.  She is currently preparing a manuscript on the Vie de la Magdalene for publication with an academic press.  

Dr. Paulina Kuforiji, Professor of Education & Dr. Bonita Williams, Professor of Reading Education 
(joint nominees)
Dr. Kuforiji and Dr. Williams have embarked upon a research agenda that focuses on the scholarship of teaching and learning in 
both traditional and online environments. For the 2012-2013 academic year, Dr. Kuforiji and Dr. Williams have presented two 
scholarly papers at international conferences, one at a national conference and one at a state/regional conference.  They have four 
recent (2011-2012) publications in two national peer-reviewed journals. Avid supporters of graduate student research, Dr. Kuforiji 
and Dr. Williams organize the Department of Teacher Education Graduate Symposium at the master degree level each fall and spring 
semester and individually serve on a total of six dissertation committees for Doctor of Education candidates.

Dr. Frank Mixon, Visiting Professor of Economics
Prior to joining the Faculty at Columbus State University in 2010, Dr. Mixon served on the Faculty at the University of Southern 
Mississippi for 14 years. He has co-authored or co-edited five scholarly books, and published numerous journal articles. His latest 
book, New Developments in Economic Education, is slated for publication by Edward Elgar Publishing later this year. His research 
has appeared in Economic Inquiry, Journal of Applied Econometrics, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Journal of Money, Credit, and 
Banking, Labour Economics, Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics and Public Choice, to name a few. His research has been 
cited by other researchers in studies appearing in more than 330 different academic journals. In 2004, he was named in the journal 
Public Choice as one of the Top 20 public choice economics scholars worldwide.

Dr. Nick Norwood, Professor of English
Dr. Norwood’s third full volume of poetry, Gravel and Hawk, won the Hollis Summers Prize in Poetry, a nationwide contest, and was 
published by Ohio University Press in 2012. His other books are A Palace for the Heart (2004), The Soft Blare (2003), and the limited 
edition, fine press book Wrestle (2007). Dr. Norwood has been awarded an International Merit Award in Poetry from Atlanta Review. 
In October, 2012, his poem “A.M.” was selected Poem of the Week by the PBS News Hour and published on its online blog Art Beat. 
At the Euroscience Open Forum, he has twice served as the sole poet to represent the United States (Munich 2006, Turin 2010). 
Norwood has also published critical articles, reviews, and interviews in peer-reviewed journals and scholarly books. He has recently 
given readings and master classes at The New School in New York, Ramapo College in New Jersey, and Texas A&M-Texarkana.

USG REGENTS TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD 2013 NOMINEE

Professor Sergiu Schwartz, Professor of Violin
Professor Schwartz’s international concert appearances have taken him to major music centers on four continents, including 
twenty European countries, Israel, Asia, Canada, and over forty states in the U.S. His honors include prizes in international violin 
competitions in the United States and Europe, as well as awards from the National Endowment for the Arts and the National 
Foundation for the Advancement of the Arts. Professor Schwartz holds The William B. and Sue Marie Turner Distinguished Chair in 
Music at the Schwob School of Music. He frequently conducts master classes and lectures at music schools in the U.S., Canada, 
Europe, Asia, and Israel, and serves as a juror in major international competitions, including Tchaikovsky, Sarasate, Wieniawski, 
Oistrakh, Szeryng, Sphinx, Stulberg, Blount, Canadian National, and others. His students have been top prizewinners in prestigious 
international violin competitions in Italy, Russia, Spain, Mexico, Canada and the United States..

USG REGENTS SCHOLARSHIP OF TEACHING AND LEARNING AWARD 2013 NOMINEE

Dr. Edward O’Donnell, Assistant Professor of Marketing 
Dr. O’Donnell has over twelve years of program management experience in the aircraft and hydraulic industries, and has 
taught doctoral courses in Survey Research Methods and Advanced Regression Analysis. His current research interests involve 
international product strategy, sales management, and inter-organizational business relationships. He is a past recipient of Kent State 
University’s Golden “M” Teaching Award, Syracuse University’s Experiential Classroom Outstanding Case Teaching Award, UTEP’s 
Best Paper Award, and Columbus State University’s Faculty Research and Scholarship Award. He has research published in The 
Journal of Management Studies, The International Management Review, The Marketing Management Journal, and The Frontiers of 
Entrepreneurship Research.



FACULTY RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
2013 NOMINEES

Dr. Jennifer L. Brown, Assistant Professor of Education Foundation
Within the last two years, Dr. Brown has published her research in six articles within a variety of regional and national publications 
and presented at four regional and national conferences.  She has acquired two externally funded grants to support professional 
development of high school mathematics teachers through the Columbus Regional Mathematics Collaborative.  Her third grant 
application to examine the relationship between the Seven Principles for Good Practice in Undergraduate Education, academic 
integration, subsequent institutional commitment, student performance, and student retention among 15 commuter institutions 
within the University System of Georgia is pending with Institute of Education Sciences.  As a hallmark of her research agenda, Dr. 
Brown has developed a freshman orientation survey that is administered to all incoming freshmen within the College of Education 
and Health Professions during summer orientation. This survey data is merged with institutional research data to examine retention 
trends and variable relationships among undergraduate students in the College.

Dr. Kevin S. Burgess, Associate Professor of Biology
Since arriving at CSU, Dr. Burgess has published eight peer-reviewed journal articles in high-impact, international journals. He has 
established a vigorous research program in pure and applied Ecological Genetics, mentoring seven graduate research theses and 
15 undergraduate research projects. He has presented at more than 10 international and regional meetings and has given invited 
seminars at UGA, Emory, NGCSU, GSU and Auburn University. He has written and received numerous internal and external grants 
to fund his research program and serves as a reviewer for 11 international journals. His involvement in cutting edge research on DNA 
barcoding has received local, national and international media attention as well as being featured on the Board of Regents website. 
Dr. Burgess strives to involve his graduate, honors and undergraduate research students in all aspects of scholarship including writing 
and receiving grants, data analysis and publishing, conference presentations, teaching and mentoring.

Dr. Johnny Ho, Professor of Operations Management
During the past five years, Dr. Ho has published 18 articles in top journals, such as Mathematical and Computer Modeling (Elsevier), 
Computers & Operations Research (Elsevier), OMEGA – The International Journal of Management Science (Elsevier), Computers & 
Industrial Engineering (Elsevier), and International Journal of Production Research (Taylor & Francis). In 2011, he received the Annual 
Best Paper Award from the Chinese Institute of Industrial Engineers. This award is given annually to the best paper among all those 
appearing in the Journal of the Chinese Institute of Industrial Engineers in a given year. He also accepted the Best Paper in Conference 
Award at the Southeast INFORMS Annual Conference held on October 1-3, 2008. His research has been cited 385 times since 2008 
(799 times overall) according to Google Scholar.

Dr. Barbara J. Johnston, Assistant Professor of Art History
Dr. Johnston specializes in European art and architecture of the Renaissance and Baroque eras. Her current research focuses on the 
religious and political complexities inherent in the Vie de la Magdalene, a French Renaissance manuscript depicting the life of Mary 
Magdalene that was created for Louise of Savoy, mother of French king Francis I. Dr. Johnston has presented papers on this topic at 
professional conferences including the annual meetings of the Renaissance Society of America in Venice in 2010 and in San Diego in 
2013.  Her article, “The Magdalene and ‘Madame’: Piety, Politics, and Personal Agenda in Louise of Savoy’s Vie de la Magdalene,” is 
featured as a chapter in Mary Magdalene: Iconographic Studies from the Middle Ages through the Baroque, an anthology published 
in 2012.  She is currently preparing a manuscript on the Vie de la Magdalene for publication with an academic press.  

Dr. Paulina Kuforiji, Professor of Education & Dr. Bonita Williams, Professor of Reading Education 
(joint nominees)
Dr. Kuforiji and Dr. Williams have embarked upon a research agenda that focuses on the scholarship of teaching and learning in 
both traditional and online environments. For the 2012-2013 academic year, Dr. Kuforiji and Dr. Williams have presented two 
scholarly papers at international conferences, one at a national conference and one at a state/regional conference.  They have four 
recent (2011-2012) publications in two national peer-reviewed journals. Avid supporters of graduate student research, Dr. Kuforiji 
and Dr. Williams organize the Department of Teacher Education Graduate Symposium at the master degree level each fall and spring 
semester and individually serve on a total of six dissertation committees for Doctor of Education candidates.

Dr. Frank Mixon, Visiting Professor of Economics
Prior to joining the Faculty at Columbus State University in 2010, Dr. Mixon served on the Faculty at the University of Southern 
Mississippi for 14 years. He has co-authored or co-edited five scholarly books, and published numerous journal articles. His latest 
book, New Developments in Economic Education, is slated for publication by Edward Elgar Publishing later this year. His research 
has appeared in Economic Inquiry, Journal of Applied Econometrics, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Journal of Money, Credit, and 
Banking, Labour Economics, Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics and Public Choice, to name a few. His research has been 
cited by other researchers in studies appearing in more than 330 different academic journals. In 2004, he was named in the journal 
Public Choice as one of the Top 20 public choice economics scholars worldwide.

Dr. Nick Norwood, Professor of English
Dr. Norwood’s third full volume of poetry, Gravel and Hawk, won the Hollis Summers Prize in Poetry, a nationwide contest, and was 
published by Ohio University Press in 2012. His other books are A Palace for the Heart (2004), The Soft Blare (2003), and the limited 
edition, fine press book Wrestle (2007). Dr. Norwood has been awarded an International Merit Award in Poetry from Atlanta Review. 
In October, 2012, his poem “A.M.” was selected Poem of the Week by the PBS News Hour and published on its online blog Art Beat. 
At the Euroscience Open Forum, he has twice served as the sole poet to represent the United States (Munich 2006, Turin 2010). 
Norwood has also published critical articles, reviews, and interviews in peer-reviewed journals and scholarly books. He has recently 
given readings and master classes at The New School in New York, Ramapo College in New Jersey, and Texas A&M-Texarkana.

USG REGENTS TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD 2013 NOMINEE

Professor Sergiu Schwartz, Professor of Violin
Professor Schwartz’s international concert appearances have taken him to major music centers on four continents, including 
twenty European countries, Israel, Asia, Canada, and over forty states in the U.S. His honors include prizes in international violin 
competitions in the United States and Europe, as well as awards from the National Endowment for the Arts and the National 
Foundation for the Advancement of the Arts. Professor Schwartz holds The William B. and Sue Marie Turner Distinguished Chair in 
Music at the Schwob School of Music. He frequently conducts master classes and lectures at music schools in the U.S., Canada, 
Europe, Asia, and Israel, and serves as a juror in major international competitions, including Tchaikovsky, Sarasate, Wieniawski, 
Oistrakh, Szeryng, Sphinx, Stulberg, Blount, Canadian National, and others. His students have been top prizewinners in prestigious 
international violin competitions in Italy, Russia, Spain, Mexico, Canada and the United States..

USG REGENTS SCHOLARSHIP OF TEACHING AND LEARNING AWARD 2013 NOMINEE

Dr. Edward O’Donnell, Assistant Professor of Marketing 
Dr. O’Donnell has over twelve years of program management experience in the aircraft and hydraulic industries, and has 
taught doctoral courses in Survey Research Methods and Advanced Regression Analysis. His current research interests involve 
international product strategy, sales management, and inter-organizational business relationships. He is a past recipient of Kent State 
University’s Golden “M” Teaching Award, Syracuse University’s Experiential Classroom Outstanding Case Teaching Award, UTEP’s 
Best Paper Award, and Columbus State University’s Faculty Research and Scholarship Award. He has research published in The 
Journal of Management Studies, The International Management Review, The Marketing Management Journal, and The Frontiers of 
Entrepreneurship Research.



WILLIAM “BILL” CHAPPELL GRADUATE FACULTY AWARD 2013 NOMINEES

Dr. Jan G. Burcham, Professor of Early Childhood Education
Dr. Burcham holds the Fletcher Distinguished Chair of Teacher Education, and serves as Program Coordinator for the new M.Ed. 
in Teacher Leadership. Dr. Burcham mentors graduate students through teaching and advisement as well as supervising students’ 
Specialist Research Projects and dissertations. She engages students in research through course assignments, through graduate 
assistantships, and through presentations at national conferences. She serves as the Editor of the COEHP journal, Perspectives in 
Learning, where students are encouraged to publish their work. Dr. Burcham uses research-based techniques to model the methods 
she is teaching. She also directs the award winning program, Summer Spectacular, where graduate students have the opportunity 
to engage in research, observe model teaching, and learn new techniques. Her scholarship, which includes multiple peer-reviewed 
journal publications and two books, centers around improving teaching and learning using constructivist theoretical principles. Dr. 
Bucham also serves on numerous committees that relate to graduate programs, and serves in the community through work with area 
schools and volunteering.

Dr. Kimberly Gill, Assistant Professor of Political Science
Dr. Gill serves as the Director of the Public Administration Program, the Director of the PA Government Administration track, and 
the Director of the PA Justice Systems Administration track at CSU. In her capacity as MPA Director and as an Assistant Professor, 
she has served as the advisor to the Pre-Law Organization and Public Heroes group, as well as on numerous committees for the 
department, the college and the university. Currently, she is Chair Elect of the Graduate Council, Graduate Council representative on 
the Strategic Planning Commission, and a member of the Intellectual Properties Committee. She serves the community as a Mediator 
for the Third Judicial District of Georgia, Volunteer Arbitrator for the Better Business Bureau, Court Appointed Special Advocate, ALM 
Special Liaison to Fort Benning, and Volunteer Arbitrator for the UGA Georgia Land Use Annexation Council. She has participated 
in the Quality Matters Program, revised the comprehensive exam, created the Capstone Course, and implemented the use of student 
portfolios to better assess student mastery of the core concepts and to provide the students with an example of their professional and 
academic abilities. She was awarded an Outstanding Teacher of Writing Award in 2012.

Dr. Kirk Heriot, Associate Professor of Management
Dr. Heriot joined the faculty at CSU in 2006 as the Crowley Endowed Chair of Entrepreneurship and teaches in both the traditional 
MBA program and the Georgia Web MBA program. In 2011-2012, he served as the Director of Graduate Business Programs for the 
College of Business. During this time, the college modified their learning goals and changed the curriculum in the MBA program 
to reflect changes in the external business environment. He has served as the Course Lead for Entrepreneurship within the Georgia 
Web MBA program since August 2011, coordinating the efforts of Faculty at six member institutions. Dr. Heriot engages students in 
both the practical and the intellectual considerations in his courses based upon his 35 peer-reviewed journal articles and his career 
in industry and the military. In addition to his work in the graduate business programs, Dr. Heriot’s undergraduate students were 
recognized for their efforts working with over 600 elementary age children as part of Junior Achievement. In addition, students in 
his Small Business Management class have provided over 150 free consulting projects for small businesses in Muscogee County and 
the surrounding region since 2006.

FACULTY SERVICE AWARD
2013 NOMINEES

Dr. Barbara Hunt, Professor of English (Retired)
Dr. Hunt was a full-time Faculty member at CSU from 1975-2012, serving as Interim Associate Dean of University College from 
1997-2000, Director of the CSU Honors Program from 1997-2006, and Chair of the Department of English from 2001-2012. Many 
of her service projects to the university have been in the form of communicating information to students or faculty via websites or 
podcasts, most notably the Advising Handbook website, a 13-minute advisor’s training podcast, a website for College of Letters and 
Sciences Faculty to consult concerning procedures to report plagiarism, and a website centralizing information regarding student 
appeals . 

Professor Michele McCrillis, Associate Professor of Art History 
Professor McCrillis works with CSU’s Friends of Art to promote and support the activities of the Department of Art and has been 
nominated this year by the College for the Arts for the Faculty Service Award in recognition of her outreach to community supporters. 
By educating the public through art talks, events, workshops and art trips, she has promoted the students, faculty, college and 
university while fostering a growing appreciation for the visual arts and art history in our region.  This has led to considerable 
growth in private funding for scholarships, study abroad, visiting artists and scholars, exhibitions, and faculty development for the 
Department of Art. In 2011, Professor McCrillis and Professor Hannah Israel developed and launched a new “CSU in Italy” study 
abroad program, and led students to Florence and Venice for four weeks that summer.

Dr. Brian Schwartz, Professor of Biology
Dr. Schwartz is a professor and currently serves as Assistant Chair in the Department of Biology. Since joining the CSU faculty in 
1996, Dr. Schwartz has been active on the Faculty Senate and on task forces related to shared governance, business intelligence, 
and implementation of a web-based advising and degree audit system. He serves on the General Education Committee, and in 2007, 
he served as Vice-Chair of the task force that formulated CSU’s Quality Enhancement Plan (Writing the Solution). He also served on 
the advisory committee that oversaw its early implementation. Dr. Schwartz currently serves as co-adviser of the Tri-Beta Biology 
Club and as secretary of CSU’s Chapter of Phi Kappa Phi. In the community, he has served for many years as a judge in the Regional 
Science Fair and as an event supervisor for the Science Olympiad. He recently joined the governing board of the Muscogee County 
Genealogical Society, and was a long-time member of the governing board of the Genetics Society of Georgia, serving one term as 
its president.

Dr. Gary Shouppe, Associate Professor of Counseling, Foundations and Leadership
Dr. Shouppe was nominated for the Faculty Service Award both for his leadership in integrating technology into the classroom and 
for freely sharing this knowledge with fellow Faculty members. He was instrumental in developing the first fully online Master’s 
degree in Educational Leadership for CSU, and has recently led his department into developing and implementing the Specialist in 
Educational Leadership Program transition from face to face to a fully online environment. Through his peer coaching, he has had 
a positive influence on the shape and quality of a vast number of his peers’ online courses here at CSU. As Chair of the Distance 
Learning Committee, he has led the effort to develop and create the first policy recommendations for CSU’s Distance Learning 
courses and online instruction.

Dr. Wayne Summers, Professor of Computer Science
Dr. Summers currently serves as the Department Chair in the TSYS School of Computer Science. He has been actively involved in 
providing service to the computer science and technology communities on regional, national, and international levels. He served 
eleven years as a Course Director for the National Science Foundation’s Chautauqua Program at University of Dayton, conducting 
workshops for nearly 500 Faculty from across the United States, including a workshop on Computer Security sponsored by the 
National Security Agency. He has served as the external examiner for several universities in Malaysia and the United States. Dr. 
Summers served for four years in the Peace Corps as a Math-Science Secondary School Teacher in a rural community in Malaysia 
on the island of Borneo. His involvement with the local K-12 schools through Broadening Participation in Computing initiatives, 
Summer Camps, and First Lego League competitions continues his active involvement working with K-12 students, teachers, and 
schools. Dr. Summers and his students have received recognition for bringing the Internet to every classroom in over ten schools in 
rural New Mexico.



Department of Biology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cellular and Molecular Biology Award
 Organismic Biology Award
 Ecological and Evolutionary Biology Award
 George Stanton Biology Award
 Biology Education Award

Presented by Professor And Chair Julie Ballenger

Department of Chemistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Principles of Chemistry Award
 Outstanding Chemistry Major Award
 Excellence in Research - Chemistry Award
 Presented by Professor & Chair Floyd Jackson

Department of Earth and Space Sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Geology Award
 Physics Award
 Engineering Award

Presented by Professor & Chair William Frazier

 Environmental Science Award
Presented by Professor & Director Warren Church

Department of Mathematics and Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mathematics Award
Presented by Professor & Chair Minh Nguyen

Department of Psychology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psychology Award 
 Presented by Professor & Chair Mark Schmidt

University Awards
*Faculty Service Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Tom Hackett, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Dr. Pat McHenry, 2012 Faculty Service Award Recipient
*Faculty Research and Scholarship Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tom Hackett
USG Regents Teaching Excellence Award . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Susan Hrach, Director, Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning
USG Regents Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Award

Chappell Graduate Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tom Hackett
Phi Kappa Phi Senior Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Gina L. Sheeks
 2012-2013 President, Phi Kappa Phi
Academic Recognition Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tom Hackett
*Educator of the Year Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Michaela Teasley, Vice President of Scholastic Affairs, SGA
 Dr. Anil Banerjee, 2012 Educator of the Year
*Faculty Cup Award. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Pat Hogan
 2012-2013 Chair of Faculty Senate
Recessional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tom Dolan, Faculty Marshal
Recessional Music - Prelude and Fugue in B Minor (J. S. Bach) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legacy Horn Quartet

Reception will follow in The Schuster Student Success Center Lobby
*Monetary awards provided by Columbus Bank & Trust Company,

The Columbus State University Foundation and Student Government Association
Plaques provided by Student Government Association

Reception courtesy of Student Government Association

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
2013 FINALISTS

Dr. Rose Danek
Dr. Rose Danek joined the Faculty of Columbus State University in 2012, and is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Psychology. Dr. Danek received her Bachelor’s degree from Arizona State University, Master’s degree from Pennsylvania State 
University, and her Doctorate of Philosophy in Psychology from the University of Iowa. Dr. Danek began her teaching career as an 
instructor at University of Iowa in 2008, followed by two years as a Visiting Assistant Professor of Psychology at Illinois Wesleyan 
University. Her research has focused on cognitive psychology, including the use of environmental information in decision-making, 
visual attention and the role of correlational and incidental learning in information processing. She has co-authored six articles in 
major psychology journals. 

Dr. Kyle Christensen
Dr. Kyle Christensen joined the Faculty of Columbus State University in 2009, and is currently an Assistant Professor of Political 
Science and Public Administration in the Department of Political Science. He is also the Director of the Social Research Center, which 
assists both faculty and students with their various research projects.  Dr. Christensen received his Bachelor’s degree from Mercer 
University in 2004, and his Master’s degree (2007) and his Doctorate in Political Science (2010) from West Virginia University. His 
research interests include foreign policy analysis and comparative political behavior, and he has published his research in quality 
peer-reviewed journals. Dr. Christensen was instrumental in the launch of Momentum, Columbus State University’s research journal. 
He has served as the Faculty Advisor to Columbus State University’s chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha and the International Relations Club.  

Dr. Clinton Barineau
Dr. Clinton Barineau joined the Faculty of Columbus State University in 2007, and is currently an Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
and Geology in the Department of Earth and Space Sciences.  Prior to coming to Columbus State University, Dr. Barineau taught 
at Valdosta State University (2001-2005). He earned his Ph.D. in Geology from Florida State University in 2009. His research has 
focused on the geologic evolution of the southern Appalachian Mountains and eastern North America, and his research results 
have been presented at national and regional meetings of the Geological Society of America. Dr. Barineau played a key role in the 
creation of the Earth and Space Sciences degree program, and has taught a wide variety of courses including Natural Disasters, 
Mineralogy, Igneous and Metamorphic Geology, Structural Geology and Geophysics-Tectonics.   



FACULTY CUP
2013 FINALISTS

Charlotte Bush
Charlotte Bush, graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in Health Science, has been active in her campus presence at Columbus 
State University and in the wider community. Aspiring to teach in the field of Health Science or Biology in higher education, she has 
served as a paramedic and training officer to paramedics. She has served on campus as a tutor in health science and, through Eta 
Sigma Gamma, has been instrumental in organizing blood drives and a health expo. She has also been recognized for her leadership 
and active support as a military spouse with the Shield of Sparta award. This intense level of commitment is reflected not only in 
several volunteer work efforts she has led and supported, such as leading Family Readiness Groups, but also by her encouragement 
to other military spouses to enroll and complete their college education. Mrs. Bush‘s advocacy for others and her dedication to her 
field have earned the support of her mentors in the Health Sciences.

Hayley Henderson
Hayley Henderson, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication, has garnered recognition for her speaking abilities 
at several national and regional competitions and has performed as a speaker at the Library of Congress in Washington, D. C. 
Her interest in media and broadcasting is reflected in her work with the Department of Communication’s Non-Profit and Civic 
Engagement Center. She combined an interest in community service with her academic work in the project she developed for the 
March of Dimes, focusing on raising awareness of the organization among college students. Ms. Henderson has also participated 
in the Servant Leadership program at Columbus State University, and as an ambassador in the marketing campaign “CSU: My First 
Choice.”. Her mentors have noted both her academically rigorous drive and her willingness to serve the campus community and 
beyond.

Benjamin Long
Benjamin Long will graduate this semester with a Bachelor of Science in Biology. His academic achievements are rigorous, including 
the accolade of a regular membership in Beta Beta Beta, as well as early admission to Mercer University’s School of Medicine from a 
select pool of applicants. His great interest in community service is reflected on campus in his participation in the Servant Leadership 
Program at Columbus State University and in his role as Student Government President. Serving as a mentor in the Sophomore Year 
Experience program, Mr. Long balances this campus service with hours as a volunteer in the emergency room at Columbus Regional 
Hospital, and as a medical missionary to Mexico. His mentors note his enthusiasm for serving others, paired with impeccable 
academic work, as epitomizing the university’s values of inclusion, servant leadership, and creativity.  

College of Education and Health Professions
Department of Counseling, Foundations and Leadership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . School Counseling, M.Ed. Award
 School Counseling, Ed.S. Award
 Community Counseling, M.S. Award
 Educational Leadership, M.Ed. Award
 Educational Leadership, Ed.S. Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Thomas McCormack

Department of Teacher Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Early Childhood Education Undergraduate Award
 Early Childhood Education Graduate Award
 Middle Grades Education Undergraduate Award
 Middle Grades Education Graduate Award
 English Education Undergraduate Award
 English Education Graduate Award
 Spanish Education Undergraduate Award
 Mathematics Education Undergraduate Award
 Mathematics Education Graduate Award
 Science Education Undergraduate Award
 Science Education Graduate Award
 Social Science Education Undergraduate Award
 Social Science Education Graduate Award
 Special Education Undergraduate Award
 Special Education Graduate Award
 School Library Media Graduate Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Deirdre Greer

Department of Health, Physical Education and Exercise Science . . . . . . .Health and Physical Education Undergraduate Award
 M. A. T. and M.Ed Health and Physical Education Awards
 Exercise Science Undergraduate Award
 Health Science Undergraduate Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Tara Underwood

School of Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nursing B.S.N. Award
 Nursing R.N.-B.S.N. Award
 Nursing - M.S.N. Award

Presented by Professor & Director Sheri Noviello

College of Letters and Sciences
Department of Criminal Justice and Sociology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Criminal Justice Award
 Sociology Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Michael Bailey

Department of English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . English Literature Award
 Creative Writing Award
 English Professional Writing Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Carmen Skaggs

Department of History and Geography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .History Award
Presented by Professor & Chair Gary Sprayberry

Department of Modern & Classical Languages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . French Award
 Spanish Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Pedro Maligo

Department of Political Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Political Science Award
 Mario Mion Scholarship Award
 Master of Public Administration Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Tom Dolan



Scholastic Honors Convocation 2013

Processional Music - “Pavan Academia” (K. S. Hansen) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Legacy Horn Quartet

Master of Ceremonies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Kristen Hansen, Chair Scholastic Honors Committee

Welcome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Timothy S. Mescon, Columbus State University President

 Mr. Benjamin Long, Student Government President

Presentation of Honor Stoles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Cindy Ticknor, Honors Program Director

Recognition of Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Gina L. Sheeks,

 Vice President for Student Affairs & Enrollment Management

Recognition of Columbus State University Honor Societies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Professor Kristen Hansen

Recognition of Faculty Emeriti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Timothy S. Mescon

Awards

College of the Arts
Department of Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Studio Art Award
 Art Education Undergraduate Award
 Art Education Graduate Award
 Art History Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Joe Sanders

Department of Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Communication Award
Presented by Professor & Chair Danna Gibson

Schwob School of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Music Award
 The Presser Scholar

Presented by Professor & Interim Chair Rex Whiddon

Department of Theatre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Theatre Arts Award
 Theatre Arts Design and Technical Award
 Theatre Arts Performance Award
 Theatre Arts Education Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Larry Dooley

D. Abbott Turner College of Business and Computer Science
Department of Accounting & Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Accounting Award
 Finance Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Michael Daniels

Department of Management & Marketing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Management Award
 Marketing Award
 Management Information Systems Award
 Master of Business Administration Award
 Master of Science in Organizational Leadership Award
 Web MBA Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Neal Thomson

TSYS School of Computer Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Computer Science Award
 Applied Computer Science Award
 Games Computer Science Award
 Applied Computer Science, M.S. Award
 Information Technology Award

Presented by Professor & Chair Wayne Summers

Student Honorees
Angela Adams*
Touhid Ahmed
Michael Anderson
Michael Anselm*
Azmathunnissa Azeem
Georgia Beard-White*
Joshua Benson
Latorria Brown*
Tracy Bruce
Charlotte Bush
Tiffany Butterfield*
Jessica Canedo*
Charles Cantrell
Hannah Carey
William Carson*
Karissa Castillo
Gerald Chichester
Filip Cojbasic
Pablo Colon*
Jessica Cooper
Mandy Cranney
Erica Crumley*
William Cunningham
Nicole DeVries*
Katrina Donald*
Kevan Dorsey*
Elizabeth Dreelin
Courtney Duncan*
Stephanie Earle

Zachary Edwards
Darien Ellis
James S. English, III
Adesikemi Ewedemi*
Amberly Fahnestock
Melissa Fellrath*
Keandra Ferguson*
Meagan Fountain*
Katherine Garzone
Brian Gibson
Melanie Gober*
Tracy Greenfield
Ashlee Griffin*
Lindsey Groenewald*
Kelli Guest
Amy Guilmette*
Sarah Harden
Kate Hargrove
Shelbie Harris
Stanley Hayes
Hayley Henderson
Shayla Hewitt
David Hicks
Hailey Hinson*
Allison Honea
Bolivia Hurtado De 
Mendoza
Emily Husted
Jonathan Johnson*

Nancy Johnson-Barnett
Sierra Johnson*
Jacob Jones*
Raymond Jones
Christina Kleehammer
Cheryl Kolb
Raeann Kraft*
Rachael Lambert*
Candice Lawrence*
Benjamin Lee
LaQuarius Lesley*
Elizabeth Lockhart
Benjamin Long
Milton Love*
Mary Lyons*
Ray Malmgren
Rachel Massey
Katelin Masterson
Lindsey Mathis
Kimberly McAfee*
Tammy McBee*
Stacey McClellan
Rachel McDaniel*
Andrew McNeal*
Ronald Meares
Taylor Meek
Marissa Merrell
Kristen Meyers
Brooke Mobley*

Derrick Mobley*
David Mojica-Cruz*
Brianne Moody
Ntumba Muyima
Martha Newell
Tammy Newman
Michelle Obert
Donald Osborne
Claire Oshinowo
Karen Ouzts
Stevan Parks*
Rosa Patterson*
Matthew Perry
Richard Pike
Hurston Pittman
Shoko Porter*
Pamela Preer*
Jennifer Prophitt
Luiza Ramirez
Emily Randall
Danny Redding
Matt Redmond
Joanna Roberts
Joseph Roberts*
Matthew Robinson
Carrie Rodgers*
Ashly Rodriguez*
Marcus Sands*
Lindsey Schmidt*

Cedric Searcy
Grace Sechelski
Chelsea Severin
Malinda Shamburger*
Carrie Sharitt*
Laura Shirley
Shannon Smallman
Brandon Smith
Yuka Styron*
Johan Swanepoel*
Carlos Thomas
Jessica Todd
Jasmine Usher*
Michael Van Bibber
Carlos Velazquez
Hannah Vongsavang*
Huirui Washington
Carolin Weikard*
Jennifer White
Edward Williams*
Shannon Wilson*
Amanda Woodruff*
Samantha Worthy
Shameika Worthy
Sydney Worthy
Caleb Zuiderveen

* Denotes Who’s Who 
Recipients

Faculty Honorees

Dr. Clinton Barineau
Dr. Jennifer Brown
Dr. Jan Burcham
Dr. Kevin Burgess
Dr. Kyle Christensen
Dr. Rose Danek
Dr. Kimberly Gill

Dr. Kirk Heriot
Dr. Johnny Ho
Dr. Barbara Hunt
Dr. Barbara Johnston
Dr. Paulina Kuforiji
Ms. Michele McCrillis
Dr. Frank Mixon

Dr. Nick Norwood
Dr. Edward O’Donnell
Dr. Brian Schwartz
Mr. Sergiu Schwartz
Dr. Gary Shouppe
Dr. Wayne Summers
Dr. Bonita Williams 

Dr. Michael Baltimore
Dr. John Davis
Dr. Bill Edwards
Dr. Yvonne Ellis
Dr. Mary Beth Hendricks
Dr. Youngrak Park

Dr. Renjin Tu
Mr. Orion Wertz
Mr. Robert Lindsey
Ms. Rachael Lambert
Ms. Angelin Shajan

2012-2013 Scholastic Honors Committee 
Dr. Kristen Hansen, Chair

2012-2013 Faculty Emeriti
Dr. Jacqueline Konan
Dr. Rochelle Ripple

Ms. Dejanae Banks
Ms. Anne Brown
Ms. Collins Brown
Ms. Marie Grandison

Ms. Bree Legere
Ms. Shirley McCain
Ms. Linda Nerness
Ms. Ginny Rae Turner

Ushers/Programs/Awards 
Table- Student Affairs
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